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I  The  theme  attemoon  ot  Davis  Alabaster,  Ala. 

I  this  year  is  Taking  the  December  28.  Other  entertairur 

I  Torch.  "To  take  the  Additionally,  three  breakout  is  by  Dennis  Lee,  a  Chris 
I  torch,  someone  has  to  sessions  are  mcluded  during  entertainer  from  Dallas,  Tex, 
I  pass  it,  and  which  time  students  For  more 

someone  else  will  be  grouped  by  age.  information, 

has  to  take  it,"  The  conference  ends  contact  Don 

said  Lum.  December  28  at  3:30  Lum  at  (601) 

™8  "Students 

have  to  make  a 
difference  now.  They 
don't  need  to  wait  until 
they're  adults.  They 
have  toitake  tiie  respon¬ 
sibility  for  sharing 
Christ,"  he  stressed. 


Gillis 


NET  snaring  lost  at  Pearl  River  Comm.  College 

^ou  ever  think 
'  Finally,  T'  is 
\  you  actually 

share  your  stoty,"  he  said. 

Baker,  Hedd^,  and  Humphries  told  of  an 
which  they  snared  their  ^th 
i  outside  me  PRCC  campus 
cafeteria.  were  eunazed  at  how  open  the 

students  were  to  hearing  dieir  testimonies. 
*■  2  to  Josh  Eaton,  a  student  from 
nurch  in  Lumberton,  "1  had  tfie 
chance  to  share  with  a  janitor  in 


By  Tony  Martin  bining  tfieir  salvation  experience  with  the  instance,  you  might  ask,  'Do 

Associate  Editor  essential  truths  of  the  Gospel.  about  God  or  spiritual  diings 

Students  involved  in  NbT  have  found  diat  for  testimony,  and  that's  wh< 

Sharing  a  testimony  and  offering  a  Gospel  it  opens  doors  for  sharing.  "It  uses  the  acros-  r*'-'-'  '■* — " '''' 

presentation  c«m  be  difficult  for  many  tic  C.A5.T.  to  help  you  stay  on  track,"  said 
Christians.  While  each  situation  is  different,  Joseph  Hedden,  a  student  from  Highland  incident  di 
sharing  one's  faith  on  a  college  campus  has  Church  in  Bogcdusa,  La.  with  thre 

its  own  unique  challenges.  "'C'  stands  for  connect,  which  is  just  a 

However,  the  Baptist  Student  Union  casual  way  to  break  the  ice;  'A'  stands  for 
(BSU)  at  Pearl  River  Community  College  activities,  which  is  just  talking  about  interests  Accordim 

(PRCC)  in  Poplarville  has  adopted  an  or  activities;  'S'  is  for  spiritual  issues  —  for  Trinity  C 

evangelism  strategy  that  is  yielding 
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The  Light  in  the  stonn 


Tfhis  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record  closes  ourselves  to  be  in 
out  yet  another  extraordinary  year  in  chaise  of  our  own 
die  annuals  of  Mississippi  Baptist  life,  destiny, 
and  life  in  general.  Events  have  transpired  No  wonder  the 
in  2001  that  we  could  not  possibly  mve  human  race  is  such 
anticmated  as  we  entered  the  Icist  few  days  a  mess.  As  earthly 
of  20(to.  parents  are  apt  to 

Who  could  have  guessed  at  this  time  last  do  on  a  frequent 
year  that  we  would  record  the  greatest  loss  basis, 


£'M  ReAOY  PCm  SOM6 

BORIMS  NCM5  A6AIN.'' 


Editor's 

Notebook 


of  life  at  the  hands  of  a  bellig^nt  foreign  Heavenly  Father 


enemy  to  ever  occur  on  American  soil?  has  eve^  right  to  •  I  I 
Who  Knew  we  would  have  to  collectively  ask,  "Dion't  I  tell  I 

endure  the  grief  of  nearly  4,000  funerals?  you  the  ri^t  way  I  •  I  I 

/  covud  we  have  anticipated  that  the  to  do  this?  Didn't  I  I 

United  States  and  its  allies  would  show  you  the  way? 
be  at  war  with  terrorists  —  cow-  Why  won't  you  lis- 
ards,  actually,  who  bid  others  to  die  ten  to  me?"  |m|^8j| 

for  Aeir  cause  while  they  run  for  The  story  is  told 
cover  themselves  —  and  that  the  of  the  farmer  who 
war  would  center  on  a  small,  for-  looked  outside  his 
saken  piece  of  real  estate  on  the  far  bedroom  window 
side  of  the  world  governed  by  a  one  bitterly  cold 

small  group  of  religious  thugs?  evening  and  spied  |gHSpalfii  ^ 
Life  has  many  ways  of  surpris-  a  flock  of  disorient- 
ing  us.  The  shock  of  unanticipated  ed  birds  in  his 
attack  is  one  of  those  ways,  and  it  yard,  dying  in  the 

sure  does  hurt.  We  know  war  is  not  huge  winter  storm  that  was  blowing 
God's  best  for  us.  through  the  area.  He  decided  he  had  to 

It  seems  appropriate  to  be  cele-  save  mem. 
brating  the  birth  of  our  Lord  and  Braving  the  howling  wind  and  blinding 
Savior  Jesus  Christ  in  the  midst  of  snow,  he  managed  to  open  the  doors  to  his 
all  this  turmoil  and  tragedy,  for  it  is  spacious,  warm  bam,  but  the  birds  couldn't 
in  just  such  an  environment  that  he  comprehend  what  the  farmer  had  done  for 
came  to  oner  the  peace  for  which  the  world  them.  Not  a  one  of  them  moved, 
so  desperately  yearns.  He  got  in  front  of  them  and  tried  to  lead 

It  is  supremely  sad  that  the  answer  to  them  into  the  bam,  but  they  didn't  follow, 
peace  continues  to  be  rejected  in  modem  He  got  behind  them  and  triM  to  shoo  them 
times  as  it  was  two  millennia  ago,  for  he  is  into  the  bam,  but  they  scattered.  He  shout- 
as  willing  today  as  ever  to  h^p  us  (Rev.  ed  at  them  and  waved  his  arms,  but  that 
3:20).  We  need  only  ask  him.  only  made  matters  worse. 

Instead,  we  stubbornly  seek  to  find  our  Nothing  seemed  to  help.  Then  he  had  an 
own  way.  To  acknowledge  Jesus  as  Lord  idea.  He  raced  back  to  the  bam  and  turned 
and  Savior  is  to  submit  to  his  will  for  our  on  the  large,  bright  light  inside.  V^^thin  a 
lives,  cmd  we  don't  want  to  even  think  few  seconds,  a  couple  of  birds  fovmd  their 
about  that.  We  want  what  we  want,  and  we  way  to  the  light  and  the  safety  of  the  bam. 
want  it  now.  Within  a  few  minutes,  most  of  the  birds 

Whether  it's  a  second  ice  cream  cone  or  had  reached  shelter, 
the  destruction  of  human  life  in  the  womb.  To  the  farmer's  dismay,  however,  the 
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to  be  reminded  about  the 
crass  commercialism  of  the 
^  ^  W  holiday  season;  I've  read 

_  _  -  t  •  /*  enough  and  heard  plenty  of 

Iwl'XJ  ilTnPy  IItP  sermons  along  those  lines. 

iViy  KJIUC.!  l-yc  Nor  do  I  need  to  be  reminded 

Q/7-Mf/7  what  a  stressful  and  heart- 

breaking  time  Christmas  can 
"  be  for  those  of  us  who've  lost 

By  Tony  Martin  loved  ones.  It  can  be  tough. 

Associate  Editor  Rather,  as  I  watch^  people 

worry  and  bustle  their  ways 
through  the  aisles,  trying  to 
find  just  the  right  present,  I 
red  to  fly  on  Once  again  this  year  I  sur-  couldn't  help  but  think,  "Does 
every  year  is  vived  the  ordeal,  i  hunkered  the  real  Jesus  know  we're  doing 
t.  Abject  ter-  down  in  my  chair,  asked  the  this?"  Oi  course  he  does  —  and 
;tter  descrip-  "elf"  who  was  helping  me  to  what  is  his  response? 

3tion  barely  hand  me  Ihe  presents  from  my  I  believe  God  is  pleased 
the  pilot  and  bag,  and  had  a  great  time  play-  when  we  give,  and  we  espe- 
I  the  legroom  ing  the  role.  The  kids  were  cially  honor  him  when  we  give 
ere'snodoor.  delighted,  and  frankly,  so  was  I.  with  no  strings  attached. 

As  one  young  lady  climbed  Christ  himself  came  to  earth 
into  my  lap,  she  studied  me  with  no  strings  attached;  his 
by  lap  belt.  While  my  rational  critically  for  a  moment,  leaned  love  came  with  no  conditions, 
mmd  understands  that  I'm  as  in  close,  and  asked,  "Does  the  Whether  we  accept  that  love  or 
safe  as  I  would  be  in  a  car,  espe-  real  Santa  know  you're  doing  not  has  no  bearing  on  his  will- 
■  -  -="*1  an  excellent  pilot  this?"  I  played  it  cool,  and  see-  ingness  to  give  it. 

a  impeccably  maintained  ing  this  was  an  astute  young  We  don”t  have  to  wonder 
.1„‘,  my  irrational  mind  lady,  I  whispered  back,  about  Jesus'  response  to  our 

Actually,  he  doesn't.  I'm  just  actions.  He's  already  lespond- 
illing  in."  I  winked,  and  she  ed.  Take  a  look  at  the  manger, 
we  were  juxtapose  that  view  against  the 
Cross,  and  you  know  just  exact- 
came  back  to  ly  how  much  he  loves  us. 

Here's  best  wishes  for  the 
merriest  of  Christmases  and  a 
blessed  New  Year! 


One  of  the  highlights  of 
my  year  is  \^en  I  por¬ 
tray  an  airborne  Santa.  Here's 
the  scoop:  I  served  several 
years  as  youth  minister  at  First 
Church,  Marianna,  Fla.  There 
is  a  gentleman  in  that  church 
who  owns  a  flying  service, 
and  has  done  ouite  well  in  that 
line  of  work.  He  has  a  spectac¬ 
ular  home  on  the  edge  of  a 
lake;  the  house  is  built  on  two 
levels,  with  a  stream  running 
through  the  middle  of  it.  He 
has  a  pool  with  a  waterfall,  a 
"grotto"  tub  in  his  bedroom,  a 
dock,  and  boardwalk  that 
winds  through  a  stand  of 
ancient  cypress  for  yards  and 
yards.  You  get  the  picture. 

Eve^  year  he  has  an  enor¬ 
mous  Christmas  party  for  his 

employees,  guests,  and  their  There's  nothing  between  my 
children.  The  highlight  of  the  Maker  and  me  but  thin  air  and  a 
party  is  when  Santa  flies  in  I 
nelicopter,  circles  the  lake  a 
couple  of  times,  then  lands  on 
a  four-foot-wide  dock.  Santa  cially  with 
then  proceeds  to  take  his  bag  and 
of  goodies,  sit  in  a  huge  chair  machine,  i 
before  a  Christmas  tree  in  the  says,  "Today  is  a  good  da; 
home,  and  distribute  gifts  to  die."  Once  we're  airborne, 

all  the  kids.  pretty  good,  unhl  it  comes  time  grinned,  and  I  knew 

I  started  the  Santa  gig  when  I  for  him  to  land  on  that  narrow  safe  in  sharing  a  little  secret, 
was  on  staff  at  the  church,  and  I  dock.  He  has  to  straddle  the  This  exchange  ( 

have  been  going  back  every  dock  with  the  skids  on  the  me  as  I  fought  crowds  at  a 

year  for  the  last  six  or  so  years  chopper  and  balance  it  there  local  department  store  a  cou- 

to  cdtitinue  foe  tradition.  Now,  while  I  climb  out.  Mercy.  pie  of  days  ago,  I  don't  need 
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Muslim  extremists  disrupt  Sudan  effort 


multiplied  dirough  these 
leaders.  The  leadership 
of  the  churches  in  Sudan 
is  present  in  this  meeting 
today.  Now  every 
church  will  be  set  aflame 
by  your  message." 

Tippit  was  mvited  to 
preach  in  Khartoum  by 
three  Sudanese  pastors 
who  attended  a  confer¬ 
ence  hosted  by  Sammy 
Tippit  Ministries  (STM) 
in  Cairo,  Egypt,  last 
November. 

The  pastors  repre¬ 
sented  the  Anglican, 
Presbyterian,  and 
African  Inland  churches 
in  their  nation.  After 
reporting  back  to  their 
leaders  in  Sudan  and 
much  prayer,  the  All 
Sudan  Council  of 


guards  told  the  L-hnstian 
leaders  if  they  tried  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  meetings  they 

would  be  arrested.  PERSECUTION  INCREASING  — The  Christian  church  at  Tali  in  Sudan  was  recent-  Churches  in  Khartoum, 

Officials  explained  that  ly  destroyed  by  a  bomb  in  an  increasing  campaign  of  violence  and  persecution  representing  all  the 
permissions  were  being  against  Christians  in  the  impoverished  country.  A  burned-out  hulk  is  all  tnat  is  left  of  major  Christian  denom- 
canceled  because  Muslim  the  once-thriving  church.  More  than  two  million  people  have  died  in  a  1 7-year  civil  inations,  extended  a  for- 
extremists  had  threatened  war,  many  are  Christians  who  apparently  the  focus  of  an  extermination  effort  by  the  mal  invitation  to  Tippit. 

)  Before  agreeing  to 

^  hold  meetings  in  any 

pastors'  conference  continued  part  of  the  world,  Tippit's 

with  heightened  security.  ministry  requests  a  broad 

Tippit,  of  San  Antonio,  base  of  churcnes  representing 

Texas,  reported  that  while  all  a  cross-section  of  the 

_  _  the  Christian  leaders  were  dis-  Christian  community  to  com- 

and  '"the  treatment  of  apjxiinted  that  their  freedom  of  mit  to  being  involved  in  the 

assembly  and  worship  through  meetings  and  participate  in 

the  evangelistic  meetings  was  organizing  the  event, 
halted,  they  displayed  "deep 
love  and  joy"  in  the  midst  of 
difficulties. 

"These  men  have  been  such 
an  inspiration  to  be  around," 

Tippit  said.  "They  have  gone  **^^**^ 

through  so  much  and  contmue 
to  face  great  difficulties." 

Samuel  Nyawelo  Ador, 
director  of  evangelism  for  the 

All  Sudan  Council  of  Churches,  STM  also  wanted  pastors  to 
tioners  of  traditional  indi^nous  spoke  to  the  group  at  the  close  commit  to  Operation  Andrew,  a 
relimcxis  or  Christians,"  reports  of  the  Oct.  31  meeting.  prayer  initiative,  spearheaded 

tile  State  Department.  cannot  stop  us,"  he  by  pastors,  where  individual 

Althougn  the  evangelistic  said.  "Tn^  may  be  able  to  stop  congregation  members  are  each 
meetings  were  canceled,  the  our  meetings,  out  they  cannot  asked  to  pray  for  10  people,  by 

_ _ _  stop  what  God  is  doing  in  our  name,  who  need  to  know 

country.  Our  churches  are  on  Christ  personally, 
fire  for  God,  and  that  fire  will  "I'm  thrilled  at  what  God 
continue  to  bum  in  our  hearts."  has  started  here,"  Tippit  said. 

He  then  himed  to  Tippit  and  "I  pray  that  God  will  continue 
said,  "Don't  be  discouraged.  The  to  work  in  reviving  the 
Gosrcl  that  you  have  preached  churches  so  these  pastors  will 
has  been  mightily  used  of  God.  be  able  to  feed  all  these  new 
Thousands  have  come  to  Christ,  sheep  and  capitalize  on  what 
and  now  that  Gospel  will  be  God's  doing.' 


BAPTISTS 


to  attack  the  stadium  if  the  Sudanese  government.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Frontline  Fellowship) 
Christians  attempted  to 

canyon.  Christians.  Non-Muslims  are 

•  "Government  leaders  have  forbidden  to  proselytize,  and 
investigated  the  threats  thor-  "ap^ta^"  is  a  capital  offense, 
ou^^y  and  believe  they  are  The  Sudanese  government 
<xedibTe  and  there  is  a  potential  restricts  large  religious  assem- 
for  bloodshed  at  the  stadium,"  blies,  j  •  • 

Tippit  said,  according  to  Islam  as  the  state  religion  con- 
Crosswalk.com,  "so  as  a  safety  tributes  to  an  atmosphere  in 
precaution,  they've  canceled  which  non-Muslims  are  treated 
the  meetings,  but  we  Ccm  be  as  second<lass  citizens, 
encouraged^that  in  the  opening  "Exacerbated  by  the  dvil  war, 
mectii^  20,000  people  attended  the  goverrunent  and  govem- 
and  5,000  people  res|x»nded  to  ment-siipported  forces  were 
the  invitation  to  receive  Christ,  responsible  for  intenticmal  bomb- 
Counselors  stayed  for  two  ings  of  civilian  targets,  the  bum- 
hours  after  the  meeting  minis-  irig  and  looting  of  villages,  and 
tering  to  those  who  came  to  the  killings,  rapes,  and  arbitraty 
receive  Christ  into  Aeir  lives."  arrests  and  detentions  of  dvil- 
The  most  recent  U.S.  State  ians,  most  of  whom  were  practi- 
Department  Report  on 

Religious  Freedom,  released 
Oct.  26,  states  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Sudan  continues  to 
restrict  the  activities  of 
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Southern  Baptists  are  advised  by  the  convention's  Home  Mission 
Board  in  Atlanta  that  they  can  exp^  their  fourth  consecutive  year  of 
increased  baptisms  in  1982,  for  the  first  time  since  the  1947-50  era  of 
growth  in  baptisms  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


Plans  for  a  series  of  simultaneous  national  revivals  in  1986  are 
approved  by  state  Baptist  evangelism  leaders  during  a  four-day  meeting, 
shortly  after  hearing  that  estimated  baptisms  for  this  year  are  down 
almost  seven  percent. 


Americans  are  shocked  when  I’resiueiu  iruman  on  Saturday,  October 
20, 1951,  announces  to  the  nation  that  he  has  appiointed  Army  Gen.  Mark 
W.  Clark  as  full-fledged  United  States  ambassador  to  the  Court  of  the 
Pope  of  Rome,  according  to  A  .L.  Goodrich,  editor  of  The  Baptist  Record. 


Gulf  Coast  churches  equipping  for  outreach 


Belgium  near 
euthanasia 
legalization 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
Belgium  appears  certain  to 
become  the  second  country  to 
legalize  euthanasia.  The 
B^gian  Senate  recently  passed 
a  bill  permitting  euthanasia  by 
a  44-23  vote.  Approval  by  the 
chamber  of  Deputies  seems  to 
be  a  foregone  conclusion  and 
is  likely  to  occur  this  year, 
according  to  the  British  news¬ 
paper  The  Guardian. 

When  the  legislation 
becomes  law,  Belgium  will 
join  The  Netherlands  as  the 
only  countries  to  allow  doc¬ 
tors  to  end  their  patients'  lives 
lawfully.  The  Dutch  legislature 
gave  final  approval  to 
euthanasia  in  April. 

The  Belgian  action  is 
expected  to  encourage  cam¬ 
paigns  for  such  a  law  in 
Australia,  England,  France, 
and  Italy,  The  Guardian  report¬ 
ed.  The  legislation  will  allow  a 
practice  that  has  been  utilized 
already  by  some  doctors  treat¬ 
ing  terminally  patients.  To  be 
eligible  to  undergo  euthanasia 
under  the  measure,  a  person 
must  be  1 8  years  old  and  have 
made  voluntary,  repeated 
requests.  The  Guardian  report¬ 
ed.  Such  a  request  can  be 
approved  only  it  it  is  written 
and  if  the  patient  is  terminally 
ill,  suffering  constantly  and 
has  sound  mental  faculties, 
according  to  the  newspaper. 

There  is  also  an  allowance, 
however,  for  a  person  who  is 
not  in  the  late  stages  of  a  ter¬ 
minal  illness  to  have  his  life 
ended  by  a  doctor,  if  the  physi¬ 
cian  gains  a  second  opinion, 
according  to  The  Guardian. 


"Mendy  brought 

orgaiuzation  and  expec¬ 
tation,"  said  Kultau.' 
"Tomorrow  (Sunday) 
I'll  be  asking  for  com¬ 
mitments  from  our 
members  in  the  mom- 
service.  My  sermon 
is  The  Marks  of  a 
Healthy,  Growing 

Church.  I've  never  used 
that  term  with  our  p>eo- 
ple  before." 

Using  a  modified  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  GROW  out¬ 
reach  program,  Kultau 
hopes  to  involve  as 
many  church  members 
as  possible  in  outreach. 

Kultau  and  King 
both  stated  that  the  con¬ 
gregation  is  agreeable 
to  all  that  has  been  pro¬ 
posed  so  far.  The  com¬ 
munity  around  the 
church  is  largely 
African-American,  but 
congregatictti  is  wiU- 
ing  to  reach  out  to  their 

ORGANIZING  FOR  OUTREACH  —  Jim  Kultau  (left),  pastor  of  Fernwood  Church,  neighborhood. 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor _ 

Mendy  King  is  ful¬ 
filling  the  "Who  ya 

gonna  call?"  role  for 
lulf  Coast  Association 
in  Gulfport. 

As  an  intern  serving 
the  association.  King  is 
responsible  for  going 
into  local  churches  to 
inspire  and  assist  them 
in  developing  compre¬ 
hensive,  customized 
outreach  ministries. 

The  concept  is  inge¬ 
nious.  King,  who  is 
paid  a  stipend  through 
the  Margaret  Lackey 
State  Missions  Offering 
(MLSMO)  for  her  work 
on  the  coast,  meets 
with  pastors  of 
churches  who  request 
her  assistance. 

Armed  with 
years  experience 
outreach  and  church 
growth,  she  acts  as  a 

facilitator,  trainer,  and  Gulfport,  makes  final  preparations  before  visiting  prospects.  Helping  Kultau  prepare  ^ing  made  an  inter- 
"cheerleader"  in  that  are  nis  wife  Isabel  (center)  and  Mendy  Kin^  intern  with  Gulf  Coast  Association  in  esting  comment  about 

Gulfport.  King  serves  the  association  by  offering  her  expertise  in  outreach  to  area  the  outreach  ministry 

of  churches.  "You 
-  know,  organized  out¬ 
reach  is  a  result  of  the  church's 
sin.  If  we  were  being  obedient 
to  the  Great  Commission, 
sharing  as  we  go,  we  wouldn't 
need  outreach  programs.  It 
would  take  place  naturally." 

For  information  on  the  Gulf 
Coast  Association  program, 
contact  Mitchell  at  P.O.  Box 
2369,  Gulfport,  MS  39505. 
Telephone:  (228)  832-4311. 

For  information  on  MLSMO 
programs,  contact  Michel  at 
MBCB,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone: 
(601)  292-3233  or  toU-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
233.  E-mail:  dmichel@mbcb.org. 


church  setting. 

According  to  churches.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 

Tommy  Mitchell,  mis¬ 


sions  director  for  Gulf  Coast 
Association,  several  churches 
in  the  association  are  facing 
the  challenges  of  finding  them¬ 
selves  in  trai\sitional  neighbor¬ 
hoods  in  urban  settings. 

Mitchell,  with  an  eye 
toward  outreach  and  church 
growth,  realized  there  was  a 
significant  ministry  to  be  had 
toward  these  smaller  church¬ 
es.  He  talked  with  David 
Michel,  associate  executive 
director  for  missions  extension 
at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Boara  (MBCB), 
and  secured  the  MLSMO 
funding  for  the  project. 

Mitchell  became  acquainted 
with  King  during  his  pastorate 
at  First  Church,  Pearl.  King, 
who  has  an  undergraduate 
degree  in  accounting,  had  a 
passion  for  outreach  and 
served,  in  her  own  words,  as  a 
"lay  minister"  in  the  Pearl 
church. 

"Tommy  was  responsible 
for  getting  me  started,"  said 
King.  "He's  served  as  some¬ 
thing  like  a  mentor  for  me," 
she  said. 

King  has  worked  with  15 
churches  since  she  began  at 
Gulf  Coast  Association  in 
October,  2001.  She  and  her 
husband  are  members  of 
Cowan  Road  Church, 
Gulfport,  where  she  offers 
about  ten  hours  a  week  in  ser¬ 
vice  there. 

Fernwood  Church, 

Gulfport,  is  typical  of  the  type 
of  church  King  serves  —  locat¬ 
ed  in  a  transitional  neighbor¬ 
hood  with  a  membership  of 
primarily  senior  adults.  The 
church  is  76  years  old  and  is 
the  mother  church  of  Michael 
Memorial  Church  in  Gulfport. 

The  church's  pastor,  Jim 
Kultau,  has  been  serving  the 
church  for  about  17  months.  A 


recent  graduate  of  New 
Orleans  &minary,  Kultau  rec¬ 
ognized  the  challenges  facing 
the  church  and  knew  the 
church  needed  a  strategy  for 
outreach  tailored  to  their  par¬ 
ticular  needs. 

Kultau  contacted  the  associ¬ 
ation  and  secured  King's  ser¬ 
vices.  He  set  up  December  1  as 
a  training  day  to  begin  a  new 
outreach  program  for  the 
church. 

"When  I  begin  work  with  a 
church,  I  try  to  ask  general 
questions,"  said  King.  "For 
instance,  I'd  ask,  'What  have 
you  done  that  has  worked? 


What  have  you  tried  that  has¬ 
n't  worked?"' 

"We've  found  that  just  a 
pastoral  visit  doesn't  work," 
said  Kultau.  "People  have  to 
be  involved.  Our  congregation 
is  older,  so  we  have  thmk  of. 
different  ways  to  involve  our 
people." 

Working  with  Kultau,  King 
spent  time  in  organizing  the 
church  records  on  computer  to 
aid  in  pinpointing  inactive 
members  and  legitimate 
prospects.  "You  have  to  start 
with  what  you've  got,"  said 
King.  "Outreach  only  works  if 
it's  organized." 


I  meaningful  _ ^ _ _ 

"We  are  appointing  a  siAcommittee  to'retam 

1^1  counsel  ^  a  opinkm  wMi  ttie  empha¬ 
sis  on  restoration  and  ivooncffiMkin  and  to  include 
Christian  arbitration.  Vie’te  trying  to  work  tids  out 
in  a  Chiistlike  manner"  said  Bill  Curtis,  MBC 
president  and  pastor  of  First  ChurcK,  Balh^. 
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The  World's  Most 
Expensive  Free  Dog 


At  one  jwint  in  my  life  I 
owned  the  most  expensive 
"free"  dog  in  the  world.  He  Wcis 
a  dachshund  named  Digger.  I 
love  dachshunds  and  it  just 
seemed  divinely  appointed  that 
Ehgger  and  I  would  get  together. 

It  all  happei 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


tned  one  afternoon 
at  a  funeral  had  preached  for  a 

member  of  my  church  and  we  took  him  in  my  arms,  put  him 
had  gone  in  procession  out  to  in  the  car,  and  set  out  for  home 
the  cemetery  on  the  edge  of  —  that  is  after  1  paid  $25  bucks 
town.  It  was  there  that  I  saw  this  for  my  ''free"  dog. 
little  dachshund  running  As  we  started  home,  I  then 
around  the  edge  of  the  cemetery,  could  see  that  this  little  fellow 
I  eased  over  to  some  of  the  had  had  a  rough  life.  He  was 
men  who  worked  there,  actual-  scraped  up,  bumped  up,  scuffed 
ly  they  were  the  gravediggers,  up,  and  even  had  some  hair 
tmd  I  asked  them  whose  dog  missing.  Actually,  he  looked  a 
that  was.  They  said  it  was  just  a  whole  lot  better  at  100  yards 
dog  that  ran  aroimd  in  the  away  than  he  did  up  close, 
cemetery  that  somebody  had  As  I  was  riding  along  on  the 
just  dropped  off.  way  home  I  decided  that  I 

"It  doesn't  belong  to  any-  would  give  him  a  name  in  con- 
one?"  I  asked.  "Nope,"  was  nection  with  where  I  found  him 
their  reply.  I  asked  if  tn^  could  and  the  people  1  had  gotten 
catch  him  for  me.  They  all  him  from  —  the  gravediggers, 
looked  at  each  other  and  said.  It  seemed  appropriate  to  name 
"No,  we've  tried  to  catch  him  him  "Digger  theTX)g." 
before.  He  can't  be  caught."  So,  Jim  and  Digger  were  on 

Then  I  pursued  by  asking,  "If  their  way  home  to  meet  mama 
I  gave  you  $25  dollars  could  and  the  Idds.  I  barely  drove  up 
you  catch  hiin  for  me?"  "We'll  to  the  house  before  the  kids 
caitdi  him,"  they  replied.  As  1  were  out  playing  with  "Digger 
left  the  cemetery  I  went  by  and  the  Dog"^  and  mama  quickly 
told  the  gravediggers  that  while  discovered  our  new  pet  had 
they  were  finishmg  their  work,  I  some  severe  problems. 

‘would  get  my  car  and  return  to  She  was  right  and  conse- 
$ettle  up  for  my  new  pet.  quently.  Digger  was  only  at  his 

I  coiud  or^  see  the  little  dog  new  home  for  about  five  min- 
fo>m  about  75-100  yards  away,  utes  and  then  it  was  on  to  the 
but  he  was  a  precious  toy  veterinarian, 
dadishund  that  looked  to  be  I  checked  him  in  at  the  vet's 
fulj-blooded.  I  knew  we  would  office  and  they  told  me  that  foey 
hlilke  a  good  pair!  really  needed  to  keep  him  a  day 

Within  the  hour  I  was  back  or  two  because  he  needed  to  get 
out  at  the  cemetery  and  sure  all  of  his  shots.  They  also  new- 
enough  foe  guys  had  taken  off  ed  to  thoroughly  check  him  out 
from  their  work  long  enough  to  and  diagnose  what  problems  he 
catch  foe  little  dachshund.  I  may  have.  "Fine,"  I  said. 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP) 
—  New  Hope  Publishers  has 
contracted  with  Henry 
Blackaby  Ministries  to  publisn 
an  interactive  workbook  Bible 
study  authored  by  Henry  T. 
Blackaby  and  Kerry  L.  Skinner. 
The  six-week  study,  titled 
Called  and  Accountable: 
God's  Purpose  for  Every 
Believer,  is  based  on  a  booklet 
previously  published  by  New 
Hope's  parent  organization, 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 
(WMU). 

The  latest  workbook  will 
contain  substantial  new  writ¬ 
ing  along  with  interactive 
studies  designed  by  Henry 
Blackaby  Ministries.  The 
theme  of  the  study  is  guiding 
Christians  to  discover  their  call 
to  evangelism.  The  projected 
release  date  is  September 
2002. 

New  Hope  was  established 
four  years  ago  as  WMU's  trade 
publishing  entity  to  bring  the 
organization's  missions  vision 
beyond  the  Southern  Baptist 
audience  to  believers  ot  all 
denominations. 


for  us  to  become  something  and 
be  somebody  in  his  family. 

Like  Digger,  some  of  us  are 
hard  to  bve  with  and  more 
trouble  than  we  can  imagine. 
Still,  God  loves  us  and  he  sees 
and  knows  that  there  is  poten¬ 
tial,  I  mean  glorious  po^ibili- 
ties,  in  foe  worst  of  us! 

^  he  stays  with  us  —  nur¬ 
tures,  feeds,  neals,  and  loves  us 
—  even  though  we  are  truly 
unlovely! 

1  could  be  wrong,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  there  are  more 
of  us  that  are  "Digger  foe  Dog" 
disciples  foan  any  other  kind! 


December  20, 2001 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Terry  J.  Terrell  of  Foxworth, 
wdll  be  the  featured  singer  at 
Calvary  Church,  New  Augusta, 
for  the  New  Year's  Eve  sing  on 
Dec.  31  at  7  p.m. 

Clifton  Church,  Scott 
Association,  will  have  a  dedica¬ 
tion  service  for  its  new  church  on 
Jan.  6,  from  10:30  a.m.-12  noon.  A 
potluck  luncheon  will  follow  the 
service  in  the  Fellowship  Hall. 


Sold  Out  will  be  held  at  Barnes 
Crossing  Church,  Tupelo,  on 
Dec.  30,  at  6  p.m.  J.  D.  Johnson  is 
pastor. 


First  Church,  Brooklyn, 

held  a  note  burning  ceremony 
on  Nov.  18.  "The  church  had 
made  the  original  note  about 
five  years  ago  to  build  a  new 
sanctuary.  They  then  added 
the  cost  of  a  church  van  and  a 
grand  piano  for  the  sanctuary 
to  the  note  to  bring  the  total 
cost  to  approximately 
$255,000.  The  note  was  paid 
out  in  full  in  September,"  said 
James  Taylor,  pastor.  Pictured 
(from  left,  top  row)  are  John 
Pilot  Lee,  Leon  Essary,  Clifton 
Evans,  Sr.,  Aaron  Fortenberry, 
Lynn  Thompson,  and  Cecil 
Burt,  deacons;  (middle  row) 
Taylor;  (bottom  row);  bottom 
row.  Sable  Wilberding;  Robert 
Boone;  Kenneth  Rigby;  Tommy 
Boone,  treasurer;  and  Dwight 
Helton,  building  committee 
for  the  new  sanctuary. 


Children  of  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Olive  Branch 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Drawn  Tog^er  is  a 
Olive  Branch,  held  its  chil-  group  sponsored  b 
dren's  mission  group  recog-  Mississippi '  State  Un 
nition  service  on  Aug.  26.  Baptist  Student  Unio 
Pictured  (from  left,  front  row)  group  is  available  to  s 
are  Savannah  Green,  church  services,  Ehscij 
Angelique  McCrary,  Will  events,  and  youth  ac 
McCrary,  Morgan  Green,  They  can  be  contacted 
Alex  Sneed;  (second  row)  323-5761  or  323-1941, 
Michelle  White,  Lauren  mb252@ra.msstate.edu 
Hamm,  Katie  Brooker,  MSU-BSU  P.O.  Bo) 
Addison  Green,  Vince  Gilliam,  Mississippi  State,  MS 
and  Tyler  Brooker.  Awards  Pictured  (front  rov 
were  given  for  completion  of  Courtney  Taipley,  Shre 
mission  steps  during  the  year.  La.,  and  Rebecca  Fre 
The  program  theme  focus  was  Columbus,  (back  row) 
the  Ma^aret  Lackey  State  Alford,  Summit,  an( 
Mission  Offering.  Watson.  Clewiston.  Fla. 


Children  of  Lowrey  Memorial  Church,  Blue  Mountain 

hildren  of  Lowrey  Summer  Moon^,  Leanne 
[lorial  Church,  Blue  Pope,  Chloe  Richardson, 
intain,  recently  partici-  Krystal  Mooney,  and 
d  in  the  children's  day  Sansamaria  McDonald;  (back 
ice.  Pictured  (from  left,  row)  Kristen  Cox,  Carson 
t  row)  are  Massey  Coombs,  Samantha  Erwin, 
ardson,  Andrew  Bain,  Shelby  Witt,  and  Kelly  Turner. 


Drawn  Together 


/Mission  Mississippi  presents  the 
2002  Statewide  Conference 
on  Christian  Unity: 

Grace  is  Greater  Than  Race 

A  conference  of  various  workshops 
designed  to  equip  Mississippi  Christians 
to  bring  racial  and  denominational 
reconciliation  to  their  communities  and  to 
celebrate  unity  in  the  Body  of  Christ. 

..^nd  the  Governor’s  Prayer  Luncheon 
Guest  Speaken  Coach  Rod  Barnes 

Head  Coach  Ole  Miss  Basketball 
Dnte:  January  31  &  February  1, 2002 

nace:  First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  MS 


Each  child  at  Monument  Drive  Church,  Tupelo,  was  encouraged 
to  donate  $1  or  more  as  President  Bush  had  requested  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Afghanistan.  Marie  West  is  the  children's  church  director. 


Call  our  office  at  353-6477 for  more  information. 
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Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 

Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 

Clinton,  MS 

All  Sizes 

1-800-423-9826 

Sales  and  Rentals 

1-601-924-1982 

What  1  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


December  20,  2001  HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Comiminication  Services. 


Four  Events  for  Pastor-Staff 
AND  Church  Leader  Training 


^TION 


PASTORAL 


MINISTRIES 


Church  Business  Administration  Conferences 


January  31,  2002,  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Madison 
Legal  Issues:  Church  Law,  Liabilities,  and  Insurance 


BAPTISTS 


February  1,  2002,  at  Adaton  Baptist  Church,  Starkville 
"Legal  Issues:  Church  Law,  Liabilities,  and  Insurance" 


CHURCH 

ADMINISTRATION 

PASTORAL 

MINISTRIES 

DEPARTMENT 


One-Day  Pastor  &  Staff  Workshops 

February  11,  2002,  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Richland 
Challenges  in  Worship,  Evangelism  and  Church  Leadership  to 

Reach  Post-Moderns 
with  the  Cospel  of  Jesus  Christ" 


For  more  info,  call  the  Church 
Administration-Pastoral  Ministries 
Department  at  1  -800-748-1 651  or 
601-292-3305. 


February  12,  2002,  at  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Grenada 
"Keeping  Your  Heart  for  God  and  Ministry" 


•  Puppetry  (beginners  and  advanced) 

•  Leading  a  Puppet  Team  (beginners  and 
advanced) 

Church  Recreation 

•  Fun  and  Games 

•  New  Ideas 

•  Creative  and  Fun  Classes  in  the  Areas  of 
Socials,  Senior  Adults,  Children  and 
General  Recreation 


1  [ 


Clowning 

•  Clowning  (beginners  and  advanced) 

•  Leading  a  Clown  Troop 

•  Balloon  Sculpting 

•  Clowning  Skills 


Acting  (beginners  and  advanced) 
Directing  (beginners  and  advanced) 
Illusions 
Choreography 

Technical  Support  I 


Youth  Ministry 

•  Training  Youth  to  be  Leaders 

•  Training  for  Youth  Mission  Trips 

•  Spring  Training... Tips  for  Building  Better 
Players  and  Stronger  Teams 

led  by  Gary  Permenter 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board 
DisciplesUp  and  Family  Ministry  Department 
(601-96B-3800  or  1-800-748-1651 


Special  Guest 


Wesley  Brainard 


FEBRUARY  U,  2002 

9  A.M.  -  NOON 


1 


LIBERTY 
APTIST  CHURCH 

5199  LAKELAND  DRIVE, 

FLO  WOOD 
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FOR  ALL  PASTORS  VBS  DIRECTORS  VBS 
LEADERS  TO  EXPLORE  THE  2002  THEME 

amazon  outfitters  on  expedition 

WITH  THE  ONE  TRUE  COD. 


LIBERWBC 


display  and  available 
for  purchase  from 
Jackson’s  LifeWay 
Christian  Store. 


Baptist  Hymnals 

NEEDED  FOR  AFRICAN  SEMINARY 


The  only  seminary  in  Africa  offering  a  graduate  degree  in  church  music 
is  in  Ogbomosho,  Nigeria.  Currently,  most  African  church  choirs  sing  only 
the  melody  of  hymns  from  memory,  for  they  have  only  the  words  without 
music. 

Jimmy  McCaleb,  Church  Music  Department  consultant,  after  teaching  a 
course  at  this  seminary,  has  a  burden  to  provide  our  fellow  Baptist  musicians 
in  Africa  with  5,000  copies  of  the  1991  Baptist  Hymnal.  Their  choirs  could 
then  proclaim  the  theology  of  our  Baptist  faitii  in  beautiful  four-part  harmo¬ 
ny!  As  of  August,  3,000  hymnals  have  been  given  and  sent  ^ 

You  can  help  with  a  financial  gift.  One  hymnal  is  $5.  A  box  of 
20  is  $100.  If  you  or  your  church  group  would  like  to  partici 
pate  in  this  ministry,  please  call  Jimmy  McCaleb  at  601-292 
3273, 1-800-748-1651  or  E-mail  him  at 
imccaleb@mbcb.ore.  ^ 


Checks  may  be  made  out  to  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  and  mailed  to: 

Jimmy  McCaleb 
MBCB 
RO.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205 


Mississippi 
St.atl  E\a\gelis.\i 
Conference 

I A\L  \K^  21  -22,  2002 

C  tlMAI  Hi  IMi  :  ' 

B  \  ri  I-;  Chl kmi,  I  \  i  k-')\ 


Schedule 

Mohday,  January  21 
Afternoon  Session,  1:30  p.m. 

Music . : . R.L.  and  Beth  Sigrest 

Messages  ..Junior  Hill,  Fred  Lowery,  Nelson  Price 

Evening  Session,  6:30  p.m. 

Music . Larry  Kulke  and  Colonial  Heights  choir 

Messages . Len  Turner,  Junior  Hill 

Tuesday,  January  22 
Vocational  Evangelists  Session,  9  a.m. 

Music . Mona  Faith,  Steve  Walker 

Ronnie  Cottingham,  Gerald  and  Cindy  Simmons 
Jimmy  Knight,  Myma  Hedgepeth 
Messages  ..Billy  Smith,  71m  Posey,  Charles  Smith 

Lunch  Break,  11*^0  a. m. 

Afternoon  Session,  1:30  p.m. 

Music . R.L.  and  Beth  Sigrest 

Messages . Mac  Brunson,  Len  Turner 

Nelson  Price 

F.vening  Session,  (k30-9  p.m. 

Music  . Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen 

Messages . Fred  Lowery,  Mac  Brunson 

"Goinj^r  therefore,  make  di^  tple^  of  all 
the  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  f  ather  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the 
/fo/y  Spirit,  teaching  them  to  obey 
ei'crything  /  have  commanded  you. 
And,  to,  I  am  tin th  you  always,  eten  to 
the  end  of  the  age." 

Mutthra. 


t) '  1  i  .  ■  t’  (t 


Junior  Hill 
Hartselle,  Ala. 


Nelson  Price, 
Kennesaw,Ga. 


Mac  Brunson 
Dallas 


Fred  Lowery 
Bossier  City,  La. 


Len  Turner 
Woodstock,  Ga. 


R.L.  and  Beth 
Sigrest 
Yazoo  CHy 


(/Kilk-ZUi. 


^fCoU4^t^  .  is  a  plan  with  specific  actions  that  high¬ 

light  deacon  ministries  and  involves  deacon  training  and  service. 

•  Focus  on  their  biblical  role  •  Build  team  relationships 
•  Secure  involvement  in  ministries  •  Develop  skills  for  ministry 

Deacon  EmphuLs  Week  is  scheduled  (or  January  13-20, 2002,  but  a  deacon 
ministry  emphasis  may  be  conducted  at  any  time  during  the  year. 

To  participate,  the  deacons  would  choose  at  least  two  actions  and  perform  them 
during  a  specified  time  (preferably  during  Oearon  Emphasis  Week).  See  the  pos¬ 
sible  activities  listed  in  this  brochure. 

A  certificate  of  recognition  will  be  presented  to  'each  deacon  body  that  partici¬ 
pates. 


•  Conduct  a  deacon’s  retreat  or  training  event 

•  Enter  the  Deacon  Family  Ministry  Plan 

•  Conduct  Pastor/StalT  Appreciation  Day 

•  Sponsor  a  special  ministry  project 

•  Conduct  prayer/planning  retreat  with  church  leaders 

•  Sponsor  a  mission  trip  or  tour 

•  Enter  Deacon/Pastor  Covenant  to  work  together  as  partners  in  ministry 

•  Plan  and  conduct  worship  service 

•  Subscribe  to  “The  Deacon”  or  “Growing  Churches”  magazine  for  all  deacons 

•  Promote  and  pray  for  revival 

•  Conduct  activities  to  strengthen  church  fellowship 

•  View  and  study  video  tapes 

•  Conduct  efforts  to  reclaim  irractive  church  members 

•  Develop  committee  leadership 

•  Conduct  an  in-house  survey  of  the  local  church  needs  and  resources 
•  Conduct  a  demographics  study 

•  Conduct  deacon-led  witnessing/visitation/prospect-flnd  activities 

•  Study  deacon  resource  materials 

•  Assist  staff  in  Discovering  Spiritual  Gifts  study 
•  Train  worship  decision  counselors 


for  more  irrfo,  contact  the  Church  Admirustration-Pastoral  Ministries  Dept, 
at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3305. 


First  Contact/  | 
Homebound 
Tour 


January  12, 2002 

First  Baptist  Church 

1560  Popps  Ferry,  Biloxi 

9:30  a.iti.  •  11:30  a.in. 


HRST  CONTACT 

ministry  is  designed  to  provide 
an  ongoing  emphasis  for  out¬ 
reach  and  ministry  through  the 
Preschool  Sunday  School  divi¬ 
sion  by: 

•  helping  your  church  discover, 
locate,  and  minister  to  young 
adult  prospects 

•  discovering  expectant  parents 
and  families  with  babies  up  to 
12  months  of  age 

•  making  contacts  (visits,  tele¬ 
phone,  and  write)  on  a  regular 
basis. 


HOMEBOUND 

ministry  is  a  bridge  between  the 

Sunday  School,  your  church, 

and  people  who  cannot  come  to 

the  church  facilities. 

•  Who  are  homeboimd  adults? 

•  How  do  I  organize  a  home- 
bound  ministry? 

•  Where  do  I  find  homebound 
adults? 

•  How  do  I  make  a  homebound 
visit? 

•  What  resources  are  available 
for  Homeboimd  Ministry? 

•  What  about  ministry? 


ContadUnda  Reeves  Contact  Mark  Loll 

Sunday.  School  Department  Sunday  School  Department 

292-3294  in  Jackson  292-3295  in  Jadcson 

1-800-748-1651,  Ext  294  1-800-748-1651,  Ext  295 


R  e  g  i  0  n'  a  I 
Training 

Saturday,  January  26,  2002 
8  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 

FBC,  Clinton 


-  uTch  ai.d/or  associational  leaders 
(Present  or  Potential) 


•  $20  per  person  registration  fee 
(includes  training  materials,  snacks  and  lunch) 


for  registration  information  contact  Sharon  Brewer  at 
sbrewer@rankinbaptist.org.  For  questions  call  292-3324  in 
Jackson,  or  1-800-748-1651  and  ask  for  Kathy  Burns,  or 
e-mail  Kburns@mbcb.org.  If  you  need  lodging  at  Patterson 
Place,  contact  Alicia  at  adungan@mbcb.org. 


Hosted  by  Rankin  Baptist  Association  Women’s  Ministry, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Women’s  Visionary  Team,  and  LifeWay. 


January  21, 2002 

Temple  Baptist  Church  (West) 

5220  Old  Hwy.  11,  Hattiesburg 


P'i^  December  21,  2001  -  January  10,  2002 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


A  worfcer  has  recently 
become  Mends  with  a 
house-church  leader  in  east¬ 
ern  Mongolia.  The  leader 
desires  to^aa  a  cjyrch- 
planting  IkmiiMI  happen 
m  the  arc|#n|d  M  wants  the 
worker  tAalp  him  do  that. 
Prav  for  (hem  as  they  seek  to 
lean  others  to  become  more 
evangdisdc. 


A  missionary,  «vho  serves  as 
a  spc^  evangelism  consul¬ 
tant  in  Taiwan,  asks  prayer 
for  the  student  athletes, 
coaches  aprCt^ahers  as  a 
new  coHgi^em^er^egins 


-  A  n^-£cmg  ^a£^  gcyo 


£earrt  to  pra^ 

With  persistence.  With  increasing  hope.  With  Scripture  anb  to  pra^  toWarb 
Qob's  purpose  insteab  of  pra^in^  about  ^our  problems." 

Abapteb  from  ''fO££Cy\}J  M£E  b^  H^anb^  Sprinkle 


fiMov) 


ness  to  share  their  hiith  with 
other  students. 


Mississippi  Baptist 
Chaplains’  Association 
Winter  Retreat 


January  25-26, 2002 
Gray  Conference  Center  - 1530  Way  Road 

(about  10  miles  north  of  Canton,  turn  off  of  Hwy  51) 


HbiLM 


WHI  Fields  and  his  wife, 
Carolyn,  helped  launch  the 
Penns)dvania  Racing 

RacewayJwS^jj^ that  the  ; 
ministi|y|^  fRP  and  vol- 
unteers'wHT  come  forward  to 
help.  Pray  for  needed  funds  ; 
to  present  quality  programs.  ; 


Pnw  for  the  1 15  children 
and  youth  Mho  marie  deci¬ 
sions  for  Christ  at  the  Butist 
Camp  in  Vpiezu^.  during 
sumn^ 

pamfeasSI^ are cmitacted  j 
about  the  possibility  of  Bible 
study  in  thirir  homes. 


A  Christian  leader  in  South  i 
Asia  has  recently  broken  tra-  j 
dhion  by  marrymg  a  non-  f 
believer  in  feagL  Pray  for 
honesty  svitOK  families,  I 
and  that  the  femHes  wM  j 
accept  the  myriagc.  Pray  for  i 
contuMied  growth  m  his  nith,  I 
and  that  the  bride  and  hw  I 
family  wW  become  believers.  : 


Christmas  Day  -  Many  young 
people  in  China  flock  to  the  ■ 
regMered  church  buildings 
on  Chrbtmas  and  Easter.  f 
Pray  f<yMyi(Pooecome 
powerfu|,msdf|W^  of  Christ. 

Minister  Kiiicninhyamin 
Amaiiargal  of  Mongolia 
(nortn  of  China). 


L.,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
THugu  oeople  group  in 
Indi^  ifoes  not  nave  a  good 
relationahip  m^  her  moth¬ 
er-in-law.  MnA  youf^  svives 
find  abuse,  nof  fove,  in  their 
new  homes.  Pfiy  that  these 
women  and  th«r  families 
would  find  hope  and  peace 
in  lesus  Christ. 

A  cooking  demonstration 
was  held  an  October  with 
some  ladies  among  the 
Ancash  Queej^  of  Peru. 
Durii^  partWft  they  | 

learned  nenMRlise  songs  and  | 
had  a  sharklLlilie.  Pray  that  i 
the  ladies  will  gather  from 
time  to  time  aiw  that  they 
wriH  develop  friendships. 


Pray  for  the  missionary  femi- 
lies  serving  in  central  and 
northern  Argentina.  They 
urrite:  knqw  our  spiritu¬ 

al  life  iftiw  effe^ive-  f 
ness  forjhe  ■tr^The  sfriig; 

***  is  jun 

as  implant  Mre.  It  is  also 
just  as  e^  to  replace  being 
godly  with  being  busy." 

A  sprawling  apwtment  com-  : 
pjex  is  located  in  the  heart  of  ^ 
Lima,  Peru,  where  residents  I 
live,  shop  anj^sodalfee  %vith-  j 
out  ever  lc#m  the  com-  I 
plex.  Pray  fMjiBw  Lima  ‘ 
Apartment  ttnj^ifes  Project 
Team  as  they  begin  minister-  : 
ing  inside  this  scn-contained  : 
community. 

Nancy  Dill  in  Germany 
recently  began  three  English  t 
das^  with  many  non-  ^ 
Christie  Hdip^ting. 

Since  Nanersm  he  leaving  > 
for  a  one  ymtillrtough  next  • 
May,  she  MfggtAo  use  this 
sdiiwl  year  to  deepen  these  ’ 
friendships  and  share  her 
feith.  Pray  to  this  end. 


For:  (1)  Youth  Evangelism 
Conference,  Mississum 
College,  1 :30  p jn.,  27th-4 
p.m.,  ®in);  (2)  Pray 

tint  tlir^ra^pli  ^1  some¬ 
one  to jiAe^a  church- 
plant|||j|ipr|pitice  for  the 
Mossi  in  the  northern  area  of 
Burkina  Faso.  Pray  for  the 
Mossi  people  in  that  area. 

After  the  crash  of  the 
American  Airlines  plane  on 
Nov.  15,  tMfo  missionaries 
%vent  to  the  Dominican 
Rep^k  aiiral  (the  IKcht's 
destination)  tvC^  assn 
tance  to  fariyfe^nembers  of 
the  victims,  ^iy  that  these 
family  members  Miill  be  saved 
as  a  result  of  this  tragedy. 

Malawi  b  troubled  with  mal¬ 
nutrition  and  starvation.  Last 
y^'s  rams  came  too  fong 

Please  ^ypujnhXw^ 
Mnfl  realize  |iatlh|f  tradi¬ 
tional  religious  amvitics  can¬ 
not  help  them,  and  that  they 
win  sew  God  in  thb  crisis. 


Another  500,000  A^;hm 
refugees  are  expectM  in  Iran 
and  a  irdHion  more  in 
Pakistan,  Fajdier 
renuins  |v5V  ^^«ady  to 
bring  true  mIcw'NI  us  pray  I 
that  He  events  | 

to  make  ttto  naimand  pur¬ 
poses  known  to  all  who  have  ; 
never  heard  the  gospel. 


Pray  for  D.  in  Chengdu, 

Chiiia.  D.fs  a  young  man 
who  b  being  wed  mightily 
for  the  IdsMOoi^  as  he  groMTS  • 
in  hb  faMi.  Hawems  to  be  a  | 
leader  ammivnApeers  and  f 
b  being  uMorallhare  the  I 

gospel.  Pray  forlib  protec-  I 
non  as  you  pray  for  nb  bold-  | 


Three  women  prayed  to 
receive  Christ  out  due  to 
strict  confinement,  they  have 
no  fellowship  wjth  other 
belicversl^ibuvb  New 
TestameirtLifo)i^that  they 
'^**'*^  PmmJP  iWrlti'^ce  and 
the  knowledge  ^esus.  Pray 
also  that  their  hud>and$ 
would  become  believers. 


Missionary  Robert  Smith  in 
Japan  meets  weekly  with  I 

thiw  seekers  who  say  they  I 
believe  in  Gddjpd  in  lesus,  ' 
but  they  are  Jro  reluctant  to  I 
make  a  comMllbeiit  to  I 

become  CfoMbilb.  Pray  that  j 
God  mtHI  give  Robert  urisdom  I 
to  know  Mdiat  to  do  next.  | 


As  aid  b  rendered  to  A%han 
refugees  in  Pakistan,  pray 
that  God  wwuld  open  doors  | 
for  Christjanwi^ws  and  ; 
national  ffMifi^o  play  a  i 
major  rofe^  the|%ond  ^ 
offm  phw^  Belim.  pray 
that  AMSinnfmkkManb  : 
Mil  find  the  spiritual  relief  of  I 
salvation.  I 


Lairy  Hunt  b  director  of  col- 
iwiate  mmbt^  at  Florida 
A&M  University  in 

new  minbl^i||fel»on  and 
«PPro»<*«V^l  fof  Larry's 
health.  Hdui^jjagyir  sur¬ 
vivor.  Pray  for  hb  srife, 
Dorothy. 


Pray  that  the  Lord  would 
continue  to  use  radio  broad¬ 
casts  in  the  heart  language  of 
the  Isaan  In  TbgibHiato 
reach  the  hMFbVif  the  baan 
for  Him. 


r/r 


“Known  Only  to  God;  Affirming  the  Sacred  Deed” 

Led  by  Kenneth  R.  Gilburth 

of  Pathways  Counseling  Group,  Jackson 

Come  join  us  in  a  beautiful  peaceful  setting,  away  from 
the  stress.  Take  a  walk  in  the  fresh  air  and  sit  by  the  fire. 

There  is  no  cost  for  chaplains  and  spouses  who  are  members  of  the  association. 

To  register  for  the  Winter  Retreat  or  to  get  more  information,  please  return  the 
registration  form,  or  call  Elaine  Smith  at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3361. 


Members  of  Liberty  Church,  Liberty,  receiving  perfect  atten¬ 
dance  awards  in  Sunday  School  were  Garry  Austin,  1 5  years;  Cassie 
Rogers,^ five  years;  Larry  Dixon,  three  years;  and  Jewell  Lee 
Whittington,  seven  years.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Martin  Hayden, 
pastor;  Austin;  Rogers;  Dixon;  and  Whittington. 

Caiy  Worthingiton 
(pictured,  left)  was 
honored  on  his  IQth 
anniversary  as  pastor 
of  '  West  Laurel 
Church,.  ”  Jones 
Association,  i  The 
chilBr<;h  hosted  a  spe¬ 
cial  ^rvice  and  held  a 
dinner  in  honor  of 
him  cmd  his  wife 
Carol.  Worthington 
was  presented  a  check 
and  certificate  by 
Wendel  Turner  (right) 
chairman  of  deacons. 


Turbyfill,  Palmer,  Kimbrell,  and  Gross 


honored  Annette 
Palmer  and  Sherry  Turbyfill 
with  the  2001-2002  National 
Sunday  School  Teacher  of  the 
Year  Award.  This  Simday 
School  award  is  given  by 
Gospel  Light  in  honor  of  Hp  ~  '  VwW 

Henrietta  Mears.  Palmer  and  P 
Turbyfill  received  a  certificate  of  E.  1 
appreciation  and  a  gift.  Palmer  | ;  |  ^  'M 

is  me  adult  (ages  40-65)  Sunday  p  I 
School  teacher  lurbyfill  teaches  E  ]  * 

the  yoimg  adults  (18-29).  K  1 

Pictured  (from  left)  are  B  \ 

Turbyfill;  Palmer;  Jo  Ann  K  \ 

Kimbrell.  Svmdav  School  direc-  K  V  ^ 
tor;  and  Jason  Gross,  pastor. 

Hadley  and  Lee 

Frank  Lee  (pictured,  right) 

received  an  appreciation  First  Church,  Wiggins,  for  50 

Elaoue  on  Sept.  16  from  Andy  years  of  memberenip  in  the 
ladley,  minister  of  music,  sanctuary  choir. 


Worthington  and  Turner 


North  Korea 
added  to  list 
of  violators 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The 
U.S.  State  Department  has 
added  North  Korea  to  its  annual 
list  of  the  world's  nxKt  flagrant 
violators  of  religious  liberty. 

The  addition  of  the  commu¬ 
nist  country  marks  the  first  time 
a  regime  has  been  added  to  the 
"countries  of  particular  con¬ 
cern"  (CPCs)  since  the  original 
list  was  compiled  in  1 999. 

The  State  Department  kept 
six  regimes  on  its  CRC  list; 
Burma,  China,  Iran,  Iraq, 
Sudan  and  the  Taliban  of 
Afghanistan.  The  Milosevic 
regime  in  Serbia  was  on  the 
first  two  CPC  lists  but  is  no 
longer  in  power. 


New  Zion  Church,  Braxton,  held  a  deacon  ordination  service  for 
Kevin  Davis,  Jim  Hudson,  and  Brent  Shorter.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Davis;  Hudson;  Shane  Waldrop,  pastor;  and  Shorter. 


County  Line  Church,  Union,  honored  Jean  Hamil  for  45  years  of 
service  as  youth  Sunday  School  teacher  the  evening  of  Sept.  2.  Barron 
Pilgrim,  pastor,  shared  several  anecdotes  of  times  spent  in  service  with 
her.  Hamil's  Sunday  School  class  presented  her  with  a  corsage  and  a 
music  box.  A  reception  in  her  honor  followed  the  evening  service. 
Pictured  with  Hamil  are  several  generations  of  youth  she  taught. 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries,  PEARL  RIVER  CLASS  STUDIO,  INC., 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  AL.  (800)  771-3639;  www.prgs.com.  New 

(800)  830-0583. _  stained  glass  church  windows,  repair 

THE  MISSISSIPPI  TABLECLOTH  and  and  restoration,  baptistery  murals. _ 

other  stories  -  $7  -  great  gift!  Order  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  free 
from  Guy  Henderson,  202  McDonald  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Drive,  Clinton,  MS  39056. _ Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

FBC  GREENEVILLE,  TENN.,  is  seek-  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is  seeking 
ing  a  full-time  preschool  and  chil-  full-time  pastor  with  seminary  degree 
dren's  ministries  director  to  oversee  and  some  experience.  Send  resumes  to 
the  ministry  of  our  children  and  First  Baptist  Church,  Pastor  Search 
reach  young  families.  Send  resumes  Committee,  1710  McArthur  Drive, 

to  First  Baptist  Church,  211  N.  Main  Mansfield,  LA  71052. _ _ 

Street,  Creeneville,TN  37743,  ATTN:  CUSTOM  STAINED  CLASS  windows 
Tad  Everett.  for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 

ATTENTIOhr^Mli^STERS  and  self  Glassworks,  Inc.  (800)  605-2970.  _ 

employed.  Finally  affordable  health  SUPER  GRACE  BEACH  HOUSE  for 
insurance  call  (662)  568-3482.  rent.  Excellent  for  suff  retreats  or  fami- 

Underwritten  by  the  Mega  Life  &  ly  vacatibns.  Located  in  a  private  sub- 
Health  Ins.  Group.  division  at  Fort  Morgan,  Ala.  Visit  our 

HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO  custom  website  at  http://supergracebeach- 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair  house.com  or  call  Allan  or  Linda 
-  Columbus/lackson  (877)  477-1899.  Rankin  at  (888)  784-4025. 


Are  your  aenion  tired  of 


BUSES!  VANSI  PEOPLE  MOVI 
www.trt-itrteirenbui.coni 


Ethridge,  Carpenter,  Sessums,  and  the  Theads 


Jarrett  Jamieson  was 

ordained  to  the  ministry  by 
Slayden  Church,  Slayden,  his 
home  church,  on  Oct.  21.  He  is 
serving  as  minister  of  stu¬ 
dent/associate  pastor  at 
Clarksdale  Church, 

Clarksdale.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Edd  Lawrence,  pastor 
of  Clarksdale  Church; 
Jamieson;  and  Thomas 
Jamieson,  pastor  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  Church,  Cheyenne, 
Texas.  Gary  Adams  is  pastor 
of  Slayden  Church. 

Herbert  P.  Williams,  music 
minister  at  New  Fellowship 
Church,  Hickory,  was  recog¬ 


nized  on  Nov.  18 
for  his  85th  birth¬ 
day.  Williams,  a 
charter  member, 
has  held  many 
church  offices  over 
the  years,  includ¬ 
ing  chairman  of 
the  deacons,  trea¬ 
surer,  Simday 
School  director, 
and  teacher.  He  is 
pictured  with  his 
wife  Jeanette. 
Chris  Cochran  is 
pastor. 


The  Williams 


Staff  Changes 


Baptist  College  News 


A  r  k  a  d  e  1  p  h  i  a 

on 

honored 
who  have 
more  than 
years.  The  wid- 
ows  of  three  of  the 

received  K 

for  their 
Pictured 
(from  are 

Ethridge, 

Mary  h^ll 

Carpenter,  and 
Irene  Sessums;  and 
Robbie 
Thead.  John  R. 

Koch  is  pastor.  Lawrence,  J.  Jamieson,  and  T.  Jamieson 


William  Wall,  a  native  of  Meadowview  Church, 

aGreensburg,  Starkville,  has  called  Roiuiie 
La.,  called  as  Hatfield  as  pastor  effective 
pastor  of  Dec.  16.  A  native  of  BcKHieville, 
Bluff  Springs  he  is  a  gradu- 
Church,  ate  ox  Blue 
Magnolia,  M  o u  n  t a  i n 
has  been  College  and 
serving  the  New  Orleans 
church  since  Seminary 
May.  He  pre-  and  is  work- 
Wji]l  V  i  o  u  s  1  y  ing  on  a  doc- 

as  tor  of  min- 
pastor  of  Greenlaw  Church,  istry  d^ree 
Kentwood,  La.  Wall  is  a  grad-  at  the  mble  •  j 

uate  of  William  Carey  Theological 
College,  Hattiesburg,  and  Seminary,  Newburg,  Ind.  His 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  previous  place  of  service  was 

_  Ecru  Church,  Ecru. 


Jesus  Cfirist 


Crenshaw 


Church, 
Crenshaw, 
has  I  called 
Clint  ,Ha^s 
as  pastor; 
effective  Oct. 
7.  He  is  a 
native  of  Tate 
County. 
Harris  is  a 
student  at 
Mid  America 
Serrunary. 

Walker  Hill  Church, 
Brandon,  has  called  Ronald 
Purser  as  pastor,  effective  Nov. 
4.  He  IS  a  graduate  of 
Covington  Seminary  in 
Geo^a.  His  previous  place  of 
service  was  Calhoun  Church, 
Hot  Coffee. 


Mississippi  College  Office  his  retirement  in  1998.  Sessums 
of  Continuing  Education  will  is  a  senior  religion  major  at 
be  offering  Instant  Piano  for  WCC  and  serves  as  pastor  of 
Hopelessly  Busy  Pewle  on  Jan.  Cedar  Grove  Churcn,  Lena. 
28,  from  6-9  p.m.  me  course 
teaches 

absolutely  beginning  class  in 
piano  techniques.  David 
Haynes  of  Georgia  will  lead  the 
seminar.  The  registration  fee  is 
$49.  An  additional  materials  fee 
for  a  spiral-bound  work- 
book  and  60-minute 
cassette,  will  be  collected  in 
class  by  the  instructor.  Pre-reg- 
istration  is  required  by  Jan.  23. 

For  more  information,  call  the 
Office  of  Continuing  Education 
at  (601)  or 

continuing-ed@mc.edu. 


Pictured  (from  left)  are  Sessums; 
Daniel  Caldwell,  dean  of  bibli¬ 
cal  studies  at  WCC;  and  JoAnna 
<md  Hardy  Denham. 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(/  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(i  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  V  gove  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Harris 


The  Board  of  Ministerial 
Education  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board 
awarded  the  newly  established 
Hardy  R.  Denham,  Jr. 
Scholarship  to  William  Carey 
College  (WCC)  student  Benji 
Sessums  of  Lena.  The  scholar¬ 
ship  honors  Denham's  contribu¬ 
tion  to  ministericd  education  in 
Mississippi  through  his  work  on 
this  board  and  at  WCC.  Denham 
served  as  director  of  church  and 
denominational  relations  until 


Sessums,  Caldwell,  and  the  Denhams 


invites  your  indication  of  intefest  to: 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 


I  JTeVVaiV  CHURCH  BUSES 

T  V^TtM  A5ervirr«fl4e^Ckns»tamStoers 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

Since  1953 

Church  Buses  ♦  Vans  ♦  New  &  Used 

We  buy  used  buses 

LifeWay  Discount 


Thew  bonds  may  be  pisced  in  a  aetfaiiccted  IRA 
Tranateta  and  rollovers  accepted,  in  moat  cases. 


Interest  Payable  Quaiteriy 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  aolicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  propcctus  only. 


5408-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  complete  information  about  bond 
issues,  obtain  a  prospectus  which  describes 
all  of  the  particulars  d(  the  undertaking.  Read 
it  carefully  before  you  invest  or  setid  money. 
All  bonds  are  offered  at  face  value, 
subject  to  availability. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
Van  Winkle  and  steeples. 

Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Toll  Free 


(800)  370-6180 


Availably  in  20’ to  40'  models 
(15  to  46  passengers.  New  A  Used) 


www.caipefiterbu8.com 


Chrifty  Overby  140M8B41B3 
341  Dover  Lane  Locuk 
Medteon,  MS  (001)  80M158 


Family  Bible  Study 

The  love  of  Christmas 

John  3:16;  1  John  3:11-24 


By  J.  Michael  Barnett _ 

A  seminary  professor  once 
said^  "JkVorcis  don't  have  mean¬ 
ing,  they  have  usage."  I  have 
found  the  professor^  statement 
to  be  somewhat  true,  especially 
when"  it  comes  to  morabty. 

bi  order  to  hasten  the  toler¬ 
ance  and  acceptance  of  immoral 
behavior,  the  secularist  and 
pobtically  correct  gurus  of  our 
nation  have  redenned  words 
and  appbed  them  to  lifestyles 
that  are  sinful  and  ungodly. 

One  such  word  is  love.  The 
definition  of  love,  in  secular 
language,  can  mean  anything 
bx)m  covetousness  for  materim 
gain  to  sexual  lust,  bi  movies 
and  television  love  is  viewed  as 
selfi^  whimsical,  cmd  without 
commitment. 


The 


professor's 


statement  a^out  words 
may  be  true  in  terms  of  Barnett 

secular  communica¬ 
tion,  but  God  says  what  he 
means  and  means  what  he  says 
in  the  Bible. 

The  Bible  says,  "God  is  love" 

(1  John  4:8, 16).  The  Greek  word 
for  love  is  agape  in  both  the 
noun  and  verb  form  and  is 
used  to  describe  the  relation¬ 
ship  that  God  has  toward  Jesus 
(Jorm  17:26).  It  is  the  same  love 
with  which  God  loves  us. 
Agape  means  that  God  loves  us 
the  same  way  he  loves  Jesus, 
his  son.  The  Bible  also  teaches 
that  this  love  is  "shed  abroad" 
in  the  bebever's  heart  toward 
others  (Rom  5:5). 

The  agape  of  God  is  exem¬ 
plified  in  nis  giving  of  Jesus 


(John  3:16).  God's  love 
for  the  world  is  selfless 
and  sacrificial.  What 
love  is  greater  than  this? 
TTiLat  God  would  give  his 
own  son  Jesus  so  that 
our  sins  are  covered  and 
he  considers  us  just  as 
he  considers  his  only 
begotten  son. 

The  love  of  God  man¬ 
ifested  in  the  believer  is 
evidence  of  salvation.  Because 
of  the  new  birth,  we  should 
love  one  another  (1  John  3:11). 
In  the  previous  verse  John  links 
together  righteousness  and 
love. 

In  verse  12  he  gives  the 
example  of  Cain.  Cain 
approached  God  on  the  basis 
of  ms  own  self-righteousness, 
he  did  not  bring  a  olood  sacri¬ 
fice,  therefore  his  offering  was 
unacceptable.  Abel  on  the 
other  hand  approached  God  by 
obedient  faim  (Hebrews  11:4), 
and  was  declared  righteous  by 
God.  No  love  was  manifest  in 
Ceiin;  there  was  no  evidence  of 
salvation. 


Love  is  not  only  external  evi¬ 
dence,  but  it  is  also  personal 
evidence  of  salvation.  1  John_ 
3:14-15  asserts,  "we  know  we" 
have  passed  from  death  unto 
life,  Because  we  love  the 
brethren."  Agape  love,  placed 
in  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  extend¬ 
ing  toward  our  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Christ  as  a  lifestyle,  is 
evidence  of  our  conversion. 

The  love  prcod  through  me 
believer  is  observable  by  practi¬ 
cal  expression.  The  practical 
expressiPn  of  Jesus  in  laying 
down  his  life  for  us  is  our  moti¬ 
vation  to  lay  down  our  lives  for 
the  brethren  (1  John  3:16).  The 
expression  of  love  is  death  to 
sefr.  While  dying  to  self  does 
include  physical  death,  it  also 
includes  acts  of  selflessness  and 
compassion  extended  toward 
others. 

1  John  3:17  speaks  of  the  self¬ 
less  love  of  giving.  When  a 
brother  has  a  need  <md  God  has 
provided  us  with  the  resources 
to  help,  love  is  moved  with 
compassion  and  gives  to  the 
bromer  in  need.  Agape  is  more 


than  just  a  word;  it  is  an  action: 
It  is  expressed  by  deed  and 
truth  (1  John  3:18).  It  assures  us 
of  our  own  salvation  by  con¬ 
firming  in  our  hearts  the  truth 
of  God  (1  John  3:19). 

The  remaining  verses  of  1 
John  3  teU  us  that  God  com¬ 
mands  us  to  love  one  another. 
Verses  12-20  are  speaking  of  the 
character  of  Christ  loving  oth¬ 
ers  through  us.  Verses  21-24 
speak  of  the  command  of  Christ 
for  us.  He  does  not  command 
us  to  love  the  brethren  without 
putting  a  love  in  our  hearts  for 
them.  It  is  an  act  of  grace. 

A  definitive  statement  of 
what  it  means  to  love  God 
qualifies  the  promise  of  verse 
22.  Love  of  God  is  always 
shown  by  obedience.  Jesus 
said,  "If  you  love  me  keep  my 
conunandments"  (John  14:15). 
In  the  context  of  1  John  3,  to 
obey  is  to  love  others.  It  is  an 
obedient  life  that  lends  itself  to 
effective  praying  in  accordance 
witii  the  Word  and  will  of  God. 

Barnett  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Ocean  Springs. 
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Explore  the  Bible 

Celebrate  Christmas 


Luke  2:1-20 


By  Carieen  McGraw 


Christicins  all  over  the  world 
are  familiar  with  the  iwrtion  of 
Scripture  in  Luke  2  that  details 
the  Dirfit  of  Jesus.  God  himself 
had  chosen  Mary  cmd  Joseph, 
who  were  engaged  to  be  mar¬ 
ried,  as  the  ear^y  parents  of 
his  son.  He  sent  Gabriel,  his 
special  angel,  first  to  Mary. 

Gabriel  informed  Mary  that 
she  would  "be  with  child  and 
give  birth  to  a  son,  and  you  are 
to  give  him  the  name  Jesus. 
'How  will  this  be,'  Mary  asked 
the  angel,  'since  I  am  a  virgin?' 

"The  angel  answered,  'The 
Holy  Spirit  will  come  upon 
you,  and  the  power  of  the  Most 
High  will  overshadow  you.  So 
the  Holy  One  to  be  bom  will  be 
called  the  Son  of  God'"  (Lk. 
1:30,  34,  35). 

An  angel  of  the  Lord 


appeared  to  Joseph 
and  told  him  that 
what  he  had  been  told 
was  true,  "what  is  con-  McGraw 
ceived  in  her  is  from 
^e  Holy  Spirit.  She  will  give 
birth  to  a  son,  and  you  are  to 
give  him  the  name  Jesus, 
because  he  will  save  his  pecmle 
from  their  sins"  (Matt.  1:20-21). 
Then  Joseph  "took  Mary  home 
as  his  wife." 

It  is  always  amazing  how 
God  can  use  all  sorts  of  people, 
places,  and  things  to  accom¬ 
plish  his  goals.  He  used  Mary,  a 
teenaged  girl  who  knew  and 
understood  the  Scriptures,  and 
Joseph,  "a  just  man"  nothing 
really  outstanding  about  either 
except  the  fact  that  they  were 
God^s  choice. 

Micah  the  prophet  had  pre¬ 
dicted  many  years  earlier  con¬ 
cerning  Bethlehem,  "out  of  you 


will  come  for  me  one 
who  will  be  ruler  over 
Israel,  whose  origins  are 
from  of  old,  from  ancient 
times"  (Micah  5:2). 
Joseph  and  Ma^,  being 
of  me  house  or  David, 
were  reauired  to  register 
in  Bethlehem,  a  three- 
days  journey  from  their 
home  in  Nazareth. 

As  Mary  and  Joseph 
neared  Bethlehem,  the  birth  of 
the  Child  was  impending,  but 
on  their  arrival,  they  round 
fiiere  was  no  room  for  them  in 
the  inn,  so  Jesus  the  Son  of  God 
was  bom  in  a  stable  in 
Bethlehem,  and  Mary 
"wrapped  him  in  cloths  and 
placed  him  in  a  manger"  (2:7),  a 
feeding  trough  for  the  animals. 

God  use»f  angels  to  spread 
the  latest  news.  Shepherds 
tending  their  sheep  in  the  fields 
nearby  were  terrified  when  an 
angel  of  the  Lord  suddenly 
appeared  to  them  with  a  mes¬ 
sage,  "Do  not  be  afraid.  I  bring 


has  been  bom  to  you.  He  is 
Christ  the  Lord.  This  will  be  a 
sign  to  you:  you  will  find  a 
b^y  wrapped  in  cloths  and 
lying  in  a  manger"  (2:10-12). 

A  great  company  of  angels 
suddenly  joined  the  angel 
"praising  God  cmd  saying, 
'Glory  to  God  in  the  highest, 
and  on  earth  peace  to  men  on 
whom  his  favor  rests'"  (2:13-14). 

The  shraherds  went  into 
town  and  foimd  the  baby  just 
as  the  angels  had  told  them, 
and  they  inunediately  began  to 
spread  the  news  of  what  they 
had  been  told  "concerning  this 
Child." 

People  who  heard  what  the 
shepherds  told  them  "mar¬ 
veled  at  those  things."  When 
the  baby  was  ei^t  days  old, 
"He  was  named  Jesus,  the 
name  the  angel  had  given  him 
before  he  had  been  conceived" 
(2:21).  "And  Jesus  grew  in  wis¬ 
dom  and  stature,  cmd  in  favor 
with  God  and  man"  (5:25). 

Prophets,  Gabriel,  a  Jewish 
couple,  a  Roman  emperor, 
shepherds  in  the  fields,  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  angels,  shared  in  the 


story  ck  Jesus'  birth.  Christians 
today  kiiow  aU  cfimut  his  birfii, 
his  lire,  his  death,  and  his  resur¬ 
rection  in  fulfillment  of  the 
Scriptures.  Jesus  said,  "I  cim  the 
resurrection  and  the  life.  He 
who  believes  in  me  will  live, 
even  though  he  dies,  and  who¬ 
ever  lives  and  believes  in  me 
will  never  die"  0".  11:25). 

Is  eve^one  on  your 
Christmas  list  a  Christian?  Are 
those  arovmd  you  celebrating 
the  birthday  of  the  King,  or  are 
they  just  celebrating  Christmas? 
Do  tne  children,  grandchildren, 
cousins,  and  others  around  you 
perhaps  those  wifir  whom  you 
work  Know  Jesus  as  Lord,  or  as 
a  baby  in  a  manger? 

Material  gifts  are  fine  and 
greatly  appreciated  for  awhile, 
but  the  girt  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
Savior  lasts  forever!  Jesus  said, 
"I  have  come  that  they  may 
have  life,  and  have  it  to  the 
full"  (Jn.  10:10).  This  Christmas 
shcire  the  gift  of  eternal  life  in 
him  the  b^y  in  the  manger  in 
Bethlehem. 

McGraw  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Louisville. 
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Family  Bible  Study 

The  challenge  of  Christmas 

Philippians  3:1-14 


doctrine  is  of  the  utmost 
importance,  but  it 
means  nothing  without 
the  work  of  grace  in 
your  heart. 

Paul  also  learned  that 
activity  does  not  make 
one  godly  (v.  6).  Before 


each  of  us  to  give  Christ  pre-  Also,  when  Christ  is  the 
eminence  in  our  lives.  priority  the  believer  submits 

The  lifestyle  that  gives  Jesus  to  partnership  with  Christ  in 
priori^  seciues  godliness  by  suffering  (v.  10).  The  fellow- 
knowing  Jesus  (v.  8-11).  In  verse  ship  of  suffering  in  Christ  con- 
8  Paul  uses  an  accounting  term  forms  us  to  his  image.  This  is 
to  express  how  he  seeks  to  paramount  when  Christ  is  our 
know  Christ.  All  the  past  that  priority. 

he  once  counted  as  nghteous-  This  preeminent  pursuit 
y  was  seeking  to  ness  he  puts  in  the  loss  column,  leads  to  a  humble  hope  in  the 
lestroy  the  church.  To  He  or^  coimts  his  relationship  promise  of  Jesus  (v.  11).  Here 
le  Jew  this  was  impres-  with  Christ  as  a  gain.  Putting  Paul  does  not  doubt  his  stand 
lul  learned  that  zealous  Christ  first  in  your  life  means  in  the  coming  resurrection,  but 
is  not  congruent  to  that  you  seek  to  gain  knowl-  is  acknowledging  that  he  can- 
jsness.  edge  of  him.  This  is  experiential  not  attain  it  without  grace. 

y  church  members  fill  and  intimate  knowledge.  The  single  ambi&n  when 

es  with  busyness,  doing  The  passionate  believer  who  Christ  is  first  is  to  "press 
rk  of  the  church.  While  gives  Christ  priority  in  his  life  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize 
3rk  is  appreciated  it  can  desires  to  know  the  person  of  of  the  high  callingxof  God  in 
replace  the  imputed  Christ  (v.  8-9).  He  or  she  desires  Christ  Jesus"  (v.  12-14).  The 
usness  of  Christ  that  to  "win  Christ."  spirit-filled  Christian  knows 

)y  grace.  Paul's  testimo-  When  Christ  is  won  by  faith  that  he  has  not  "attained" 
exdudes  morality  as  the  the  righteousness  of  Christ  is  perfection, 
jf  salvation  (v.  6).  imputed  to  the  believer.  This  While  he  is  cognizant  of  the 

d  it  be  that  many  positional  righteousness  pro-  work  Christ  has  (fone  in  his  life, 
members  are  motivat-  duces  a  practical  righteousness,  he  is  also  sensitive  to  the  ongo- 
ancestry,  orthodoxy.  Putting  Christ  first  also  ing  need  for  conformity  to  me 
,  and  morality  rather  means  that  the  believer  seeks  to  image  of  Christ  (see  Romans 
work  of  grace  per-  know  the  power  of  Christ's  res-  8.28-30).  Therefore,  he  "presses 
by  God  in  their  lives?  urrection  (v.  10).  That  is  the  on"  in  his  drive  to  pursue  what 
i  this  is  why  Christ  is  overcoming  life;  the  life  that  God  desires  him  to  be. 
i^en  priority  in  their  overcomes  spiritual  deadness  Barnett  is  pastor  of  First 
is  grace  that  motivates  and  sin.  Church,  Ocean  bprings. 


By  J.  Michael  Barnett 


Barnett 


Explore  the  Bible 

Love  God 

Deuteronomy  6:1-25 


Because  the  Lord  their  dig,  and  vineyards  and  olive 
God  is  one  God,  loyalty  ..... 

to  him  and  obedience  to 
his  laws  and  decrees 
would  be  the  eimression 
of  their  love  for  him. 

They  must  teach  his  laws 
and  decrees  to  their  chil¬ 
dren  by  talking  about 
them  at  all  times.  They 

McGraw  were  to  bring  them  into  danger  to  God's 
conversations  during  the  understood  this, 

land.  After  years  of  wandering  day,  at  bedtime,  and  when  they  that  they  are  to  "be  sure  to  keep  was  totall 

in  the  desert,  such  a  promise  got  up  in  the  morning.  the  commands  of  the  Lord  your  grace  of  i 

must  surely  have  made  them  They  were  to  "tie  them  as  God. . .  that  it  may  go  well  with 
anxious  to  cross  over  into  that  symbols  on  your  hands  and  you,  and  you  may  go  in  and 
land.  bind  them  on  your  foreheads,  take  over  the  good  land  the 

Moses  had  many  things  to  Write  them  on  the  doorframes  Lord  promised  on  oath  to  your 
say  to  the  people,  and  speaking  of  your  houses  and  on  your  forefathers"  (w.  17-18). 
to  all  Israel,  he  said,  'Tiear,  O  gates"  (v.8).  Wherever  they  Moses  reminds  them  that 
Israel:  The  Lord  our  God,  the  looked,  God's  laws  were  dis-  one  day,  the  children  will  want 

Lord  is  one.  Love  the  Lord  your  played  before  their  eyes  and  their  parents  to  explain  the 

God  with  all  your  heart  and  etched  on  their  minds,  meaning  of  all  "the  stipula- 

with  all  your  soul  and  with  ail  Repetition  was  a  good  teacher  tions,  decrees,  and  laws  the 
your  strOTgth"  (6:4-5).  ana  the  same  method  works  Lord  our  God  has  commanded 

The  Egyptians  had  many  tod^  as  well.  you,"  and  they  will  have  the  brought  the 

gods,  and  the  people  in  the  These  former  slaves  were  opportunity  to  tell  them  how  " - -  -  j  » 

land  to  which  they  were  going  about  to  enter  "a  land  with  Cfod,  through  his  own  miracu- 
would  also  have  many  gods,  large,  flourishing  cities  you  did  lous  powers  and  wonders,  had 
Moses  knew  the  danger  if  not  build,  houses  filled  with  all  brought  them  as  slaves  out  of 
God's  people  became  involved  kinds  of  good  things  you  did  Egyptian  bondage  on  a  promise 
with  these  other  gods.  not  provide,  wells  you  did  not  he  had  made  to  their  forefa-  Church,  Louisville. 


groves  you  did  not  plant  then  them  the  laws  and  decrees  by 
when  yoji  eat  and  are  satisfied."  which  they  were  to  live  "so  that 
Remember!  Remember  how  we  might  always  prosper  and 
you  came  to  this  point!  It  was  be  kept  alive,  as  is  tne  case 
’'the  Lord  who  brought  you  out  today"  (v.'24). 
of  Egypt,  out  of  the  land  of  The  Israelite  children  need  to 
slavery."  know  foe  reason  foe  parents  "<ire 

It  is  strange  how  success  not  careful  to  obey  all  this  law  before 
failure  is  sometimes  a  great  foe  Lord  our  (!^,  as  he  has  com- 
•le.  Moses  manded  us"  (v.  25).  They  need  to 
he  insists  know  foe  success  of  theu*  parents 

>endent  upon  the 
not  on  anyfoing 

foey  had  done. 

God's  grace  still  abounds. 
Centuries  after  Moses'  experi¬ 
ence  with  foe  Israelites,  Paul 
explained  to  foe  Christians  at 
Ephesus:  "It  is  by  grace  you  have 
bem  saved,  throa^  faith  and 
this  is  not  of  yoursSves,  it  is  foe 
gift  of  God  not  by  works,  so  that 
no  one  can  boasr  (Eph.  2:8-9). 

It  was  God's  grace  foat 
^  !  people  to  the 

Promised  Lana  in  Moses'  day; 
it  is  God's  grace  foat  offers  sal¬ 
vation  to  'whosoever  believes 
in  him"  today! 

McGraw  is  a  member  of  First 

_ f_  r  _  _  »i»  ■' 


By  Carleen  McGraw 


It  has  been  said  that  the 
main  message  of  Deuteronomy 
could  be  summarized  in  one 
word:  Remember!  As  Moses 
comes  to  foe  end  of  his  life  and 
leadership  of  God's  p)eople,  his 
greatest  desire  is  foat  foey  will 
remember  how  foe  Lord  has 
brought  that  generation  to 
where  they  were. 

God  did  not  waste  their  time 
of  wandering.  For  forty  years 
the  people  nad  experienced 
first  nand  foe  faithmlness  of 
God  and  witnessed  untold  mir¬ 
acles  as  he  took  care  of  them. 

It  was  during  these  years 
that  God  had  given  them  foe 
laws  and  decrees  foat,  if  hon¬ 
ored  and  obeyed,  would  make 
foem  different  from  the  nations 
around  them.  If  they  kept  foe 
laws  and  decrees  God  had 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


CccUKIutU 
Mr.  Robert  N.  Wallers 
Mn.  Myrtle  SiiM  Knigbt 
Mr.  W.  N.  Oliver  Jr. 

Mtaa  Jody  Koonovaky 
Mrs.  Amu  W.  Simmons 
Mr.  Wesley  Kaykendall 
Arlington  Heights  BC 
Mrs.  Mary  Hilda  Lane 
New  Hebron  BC 
Mr.  Eric  B.  Langford 
Mrs.  Malcolm  W.  Heard 
Mr.  J.  T.  Lavender 
Mrs.  Malcolm  W.  Heard 
Mr.  Milton  Lanrence 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  Wayne  Smith 
Am  Lee 

The  Benjamin  Slater  Family 
CoyccLce 

The  Benjamin  Slater  Family 
Mrs.  MafaMa  Lott  Lee 
Ms.  Fern  M.  Lyter 
Ann  Lott  Denton 


The  Acteens  for  First  Church  Madison,  hosted  a  Christrrias 


The  Acteens  for  First  Church  Madison,  hosted  a  Christrrias  party  for  the  gTrfs 
of  Quarles  Cottage  at  the  India  Nunnety  Campus  on  December  14, 2001. 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  S.  TBMson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  W. -nuotson 
Mrs.  Bose  Mary  IWnsend 
Stale  Boulevard  BC 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  Wayne  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  R.  Barnett 
Elmer  TVavis 
Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  E.  Dixon 
James  Ibcker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Boyd 
BiUHimer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Victor  T.  Fairbum 
Lindsay  A  Emma  Lampion 
Mr.  WilUc  Vance 
Mrs.  Mary  H.  Sherwood 
Leon  Vice 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  A.  Milam 
Landon  Von  Kanel 
Ruth  SSC,  FBC-Tlipelo 
Ms.  Fern  M.  Lyter 
David  Guy  Wriker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Guy  Walker 
WUliara  P.  Walker 
Mr.  James  C.  Peay 
Mr.  Mitchell  Wallets 
Ms.  Cairie  Kimbrough 
Eddy  A  Angie  McGinnis 
Jessie  Rae  Warner 
Ruth  SSC,  Juniper  Grove  BC 
Eari  Warren 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 
Mr.  Cooper  Watkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  W.  Lee 
Grady  Watkins 
Encourageis  SSC,  Highland  BC 
Rev.  Wilbur  Webb 
Mrs.  Fannye  Pollan 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  Fuqua 
Mrs.  Jean  R.  Owen 
Mrs.  Elisabeth  (Libby)  Patterson 
Mr.  Buddy  Wheeler 
Jim,  Cindy  A  Ryan  McCurdy 
Maudine  White 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Calvin  Pugh 
Mrs.  Chun  Lee  White 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Halbert  L.  Kirk 
Mrs.  Maadine  a  White 
Ms.  Elma  Heffner 
Mr.  Clarence  !>.  WUklnaon,  Jr. 
Miss  Chatline  Kiilebrew 
Mr.  Butt  Darden 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Prentiss  G.  Cox 
Mr.A.G.Willianis,Jr. 
hits.  Anna  W.  Simmons 
.  Lindsay  A  Emma  Lampton 
Mrs.  Famy  K.  Williams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  B.  Sledge 
BUI  WnHamson 
Mrs.  Lynn  G.  Hardage 
MrEariWUson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Denson 
Mrs.  Hazel  Wilson 
Mr.  Norman  Weathersby  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clarence  Minyard 
Mr.J.M.Wood 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Wilson  Moak 
J.  M.  WooHnglon 
Bud  A  Charlotte  Vickers 
Jansen  Wright 

Pul,  Becky  A  John  Jackson 
Rev.  Jimmy  Young 
Mr.  Danny  Young 


The  RA's  from  Star  Church,  Star,  delivered  Christmas  gifts  to  be 
to  the  residents  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Village. 

Roger  OUphant 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lendon  E.  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Victor  T.  Fairbum 
Mrs.  Audrey  Osborn 
Ms.  Ophelia  Agent 
Mis.  Liz  Williams 
Lula  Ross  Owen 
Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Mrs.  Mary  Adeline  Pace 
Susie  Byrd  A  Clarence  Minyard 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  Manasco, 

Kay,  Herb,  Catherine  A  James 
Hyatt 

Ms.  Margaret  Williams 
Mr.  Jod  A.  Parish 
Arlington  Heights  BC 

Lisa  Parker 

Brotherhood/Locomotive  Engrs 
«4S0 

Janice  Patton 
Vena  Baldwin 
Mias  Pauline  Peacock 
Spring  Hill  BC 
Josh  Peeples 
Mrs.  Peggy  M.  Gilloo 
Eunice  Breland  Pennix 
Mrs.  Iris  Hawkins 
Mr.  Samuel  Peterson 
Eddy  A  Angie  McGinnis 
Jerry  Collins 
ZeaUePMty 
Hon.  Cynthia  D.  Davis 
Doyie  Wayne  Phegan 
Mr.  J.  M.  Osborne 
Doe  Phillips 
Ms.  Mary  Y  Womack 
Bob  PIttmiui,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Taylor  Webb 
Robert  N.Palk 
Sororis  Club 
Linda  Posey 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  R.  Barnett 
Eugene  Prestage 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Boyd 
Danny  Young 
Charles  Pyroo 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  T.  Morrison 
Mrs.  Rosie  Rainer 
Albert  A  Walterenc  Bartlett 
Mr.  A  Mis.  John  J.  Watson 
Mrs.  Ruth  RaiiMy 
Bethany  SSC.  FBC-Greenwood 
Mrs.  Onie  Raley 
Ms.  Sarah  E.  Jones 
Reid 

Mrs.  Jerry  W.  Carpenter 
Mr.  Duel  Richardson 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theron  Poole 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Neil  H.  Simmon.s 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Mose  Rider 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Mabry 
Mrs.  Kathryn  Riley 
Clas-s  of  1942  Ba.ssfield  School 
Scdgic  Robertson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Darrell  Randall 
Mr.  Charles  Rode 
Mrs.  Alyce  R.  Clark 
Steve  Ruinfelt 
Mrs.  Lucy  Tticker 
Janice  Rutkowskl 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Elmer  Blakely 
Larry  Sanders 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Etheridge 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Roy  Etheridge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rusty  MHchetl 


Mrs.  Myrtis  Sanders  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  G.  Summertiee 
Ciyder 

Mrs.  Myrtle  Goolsby 
Mr.  W.  L.  “Red”  Sohmion,  Jr. 
Mr.  Richard  C.  Bryan  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  O. 
Crosthwait  Jr. 

Margaret  Sorrells 
Deacons  of  Macedonia  BC- 
Brookhaven 

Rene'  Britt's  SSC-Maoedonia  BC 
Van  Seales'  SSC-Macedonia  BC 
Mr.  T.  J.  Stanford 
Ms.  Maiy  Y.  Womack 
Mr.  Dennis  Stevens 
Mrs.  Harris  B.  Peyton 
Mr.  Kent  Stewart 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  H.  Talbert 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Strait 
Mrs.  Violet  F.  Tiylor 
Mr.  David  Lavern  Strickland 
Terry's  Creek  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Ella  Stuart 
Ms  Eva  E.  Allen 
Mr.  Dale  Sober 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Daniel  Lee 
Erna  Henry  Symoods 
Mr.  Wm.  Roberts  Wilson  Jr. 
Marklbylor 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Victor  T.  Fairbum 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Mabry 
Charles  Malcolm  Tbague 
Mis.  Wilma  N.  Kidd 
Kay  IbireU 

Chaliengen' SSOlacedonia  BC 
Dr.  Robert  L.  Thompson 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  B. 
Thompson 


rings  of  Christian  Lord 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Near  the  end  of  SiIn\ariIion.  In  it, 
his  Me,  J.R.R.  Tolkien  (also  spelled  Tolkein)  Tolkien  details  the 
received  a  letter  from  young  girl  posing  a  back- 

question  concemi^  the  chief  of  num.  ground  of  Middle 
Tolkien,  author  of  Ine  Lord  of  the  Rings  tril-  — 

ogy  which  has  now  become  a  in 

hire,  provided  the  youngster  an  answer  that  which  the  story  of 
lends  insist  into  the  of  the  The  the  L 

realm  in  wnich  he  casts  his  fantasy  novels.  Rings  takes  place. 

may  be  said  that  purpose  In  The  Sumaril- 

for  any  one  increase  according  Tolkien  speaks 

capacity,  our  knowledge  of  God  by  of  The  One  who  is 
all  the  means  we  havq  and  to  be  moved  ^  the  Creator  of  the  Vfly 
thanks,"  "[To  universe  and  every- ■ 

God  we  must  say,]  'We  praise  we  call  thing  in  it.  This  par-  ■  flb 
you  holy,  we  worship  you,  we  proclaim  allels  the  Genesis  rjiv 
your  glory,  we  thank  you  for  the  greatness  creation  account,  L  f  ^ 

your  Parker  said.  I  [  ,. 

Tolkien's  three-book  fantasy  series  —  The  providence  I 
written  in  the  1940s  and  50s  —  are  now  the  of  God  is  also  obvi-  m 

subject  of  a  movie  trilo^,  the  first  install-  ous  throughout  m 

ment  which  arrived  m  theatres  on  Dec.  The  Lord  of  the  m 

remaining  two  parts  Rings  because  I 

released  during  the  holiday  season  over  Tolkien's  Middle 
the  next  two  years.  Earth  is  clearly  a 

In  a  lecture  on  Tolkien,  James  moral  JT 

Parker,  professor  worldview  and  with  a  set  of  imi- 

hire  at  Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  versal  absolutes 

said  the  movie  will  serve  as  fruitful  view-  regarding  right  LORD  OF  THE  RINGS  — The  Lord  of  the  Rings  hero,  Frodo  Baggins, 

ing  for  Christians.  and  wrong,  good  is  portrayed  by  actor  Elijah  Wood.  Lord  of  the  Rings,  based  on  the  novel 

"He  operates  out  of  a  thoroughgoing  and  evil,  he  said.  by  J.R.R.  Tolkien,  opened  in  theaters  Dec.  19.  The  novels  were  written 

trinitarian  worldview  and  (he)  says  mat  very  "Not  only  is  from  a  Christian  worldview,  according  to  Southern  Seminary  professor 
explicitly,  plainly,  and  bluntly  on  severe  God  superintend-  James  f^rker.  (Photo  courtesy  of  www.lordoftherings.net) 

occasions,'^  Parker  said.  "He  has  a  tradition-  ing  Tolkien's  - - 

alist  Camolic  worldview,  which  means  his  Middle  Earth,  but  he  is  governing  it  "but  Mat  it  exhibits  certain  characteristics, 
doctrine  of  God,  his  doctrine  of  me  Trinity,  according  to  his  will  and  accomplishing  his  certain  ideas,  recurring  memes  such  as  the 
and  his  Christology  were  totally  ormodox.  own  ends;  this  comes  througn  in  many  dying  and  rising  God,  me  sense  of  the 
"I  have  differences  wim  him  because  of  places  in  the  story,"  he  said.  morm  universe  ^hind  things, 

his  positions  on  soteriology  (Me  doctrine  of  It  was  Tolkien  who,  as  a  professor  of  "Lewis  said  when  he  read  me  Gospels, 

salvation)  and  ecclesiology  (Me  doctrine  of  Anglo-Saxon  language  at  Oxford  he  felt  like  he  was  reading  a  mym  because 
me  churdh),  but  in  terms  of  his  trinitarian  for-  University,  led  a  colleague  to  embrace  it  contained  mythical  elements  but  ulti- 
mulaticmofmedoctrineofGod,  mere  would  Christ  in  1929.  The  colleague  was  C.S.  mately,  he  knew  it  was  fact.  was  Me 
be  no  differences  (betvyeen  Protestants  and  Lewis,  who  would  go  on  to  become  a  stal-  'true  mym'  that  was  absolutely  true  and 
Camolics)  because  of  his  historical  ormodox  wart  apologist  for  the  Christian  faim.  historical." 

exjjressions  of  mose  doctrines.  It  was  Tolkien's  view  of  myth  —  mat  it  Can  the  Tolkien  movie  bridge  the  gap 

"In  fact,  he  says  himself  that  The  Lord  of  is  always  grovmded  in  me  reality  of  me  between  Christians  and  non-Chmtiansm  a 
me  Rings  grows  out  of  this  fundamental  transcendent  God,  (even  if  subtly)  —  that  way  mat  will  enable  believers  to  proclaim 
belief  system,"  he  said.  ultimately  shattered  the  barriers  to  me  saving  Gospel  of  God?  Parker  ^Is  con- 

Parker  said  me  most  obvious  declara-  Christiamty  for  Lewis.  fident  that  the  movie  —  wim  its  patently 

tion  of  Christianity  in  me  trilogy  is  found  "Tolkien  did  not  mean  by  'mym'  mat  it  meistic  world,  albeit  a  make-believe  one  — 
in  another  book  by  Tolkien,  The  is  defined  as  'non-historical,'"  Parker  said,  will  do  just  that. 


By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1999 


GTJ  ZNKE  lUTYOJKX  TUZ 


OT  ZNKOX  NKGXZY 


ZNGZ  O  XKSKSHKX  GRR 


ZNKOX  COIQKJTKYY;  TUC 


ZNKOX  UCT  JUOTMY 


NGBK  HKYKZ  ZNKS 


GHUAZ;  ZNKE 


HKLUXK  SE  LGIK 


NUYKG  YKBKT:  ZCU 


Clue:  T  =  N 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu-‘ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Daniel  Five:  Five. 


attention  of  me  New  York  Tunes,  which  bottom,"  me  article  continues.  "They  do 
ran  a  lengmy  article  on  me  ongoing  apart-  windows  and  just  about  anything  else." 
ment  cleanup  prmect.  The  article  —  htled  Accompanying  the  story  are  photos  of 
Doing  Good  Deeds,  and  Windows  —  leads  both  the  cleanup  in  progress,  as  well  as 
wim  comments  from  volunteer  John  Gore,  volunteers  in  prayer  during  one  of  the 
one  of  about  1,000  volunteers  who  have  nightly  debriefing /devotional  sessions, 
helped  clean  out  dust  and  omer  debris  The  article  describes  not  only  how  vol- 
from  apartments  adjacent  to  me  former  site  unteers  clean  apartments,  but  also  how 
of  me  World  Trade  Center.  volunteers  from  the  Soum  are  quickly 

The  cleanup  ministry  idea  was  hatched  adapting  to  life  in  the  city  and  how  their 
by  Mississippi  B^tist  disaster  relief  volun-  positive  reputation  has  grown  among 
teers  who  spent  Tnanksgiving  week  fulfill-  the  residents. 

ing  ministry  roles  in  New  York  Ci^.  They  "Indeed,  when  one  downtown  resident 
located  commercial  vacuum  equipment,  was  told  that  a  crew  from  New  England 
put  togemer  cleaning  supplies,  ancl  began  was  arriving  to  clean  his  apartinent  he 
me  ministry  during  meir  stay  mere.  An  balked,"  according  to  Bob  Helms,  \^o 
additional  story  on  me  cleanup  ministry  heads  me  volvmteer  effort.  "I  don't  want 
aired  on  ABC  television  network  news.  Yankees,"  Helms  quoted  him  as  sa3ring.  "I 
Volunteer  Gore  showed  the  newspaper  want  mose  Soumern  Baptists." 
rgxirter  all  the  pins  on  his  hat  representing  One  resident,  according  to  the  article.  Was 
disaster  relief  locations  where  he  has  quoted  $1,800  for  a  commercial  cleanii^  Ser- 
worked.  "Many  members  of  this  God  squad  vice  to  do  me  work  tiw  Southern  Ba^t 
are  veterans  of  omer  cleanups  —  hurri-  Disaster  Relief  volunteers  did  for  free, 
canes  in  ^  Honduras,  mudslides  in  The  article  also  examined  how  volun- 
Venezuela,"  me  article  states.  "This  mission  teers  seemed  to  take  in  stride  me  austere 
is  a  first  because  mey  are  clearing  glass,  air-  accommodations  in  a  former  Navy  in 
line  parts,  and  acres  of  dust  ramer  man  tree  Brooklyn.  "'We're  used  to  thifu-world 
limbs  or  mud.  But,  just  as  is  the  case  at  third-  coimtries,'  Ms.  [Wanda]  Smim  [of 
world  disaster  sites,  me  Baptists  do  not  take  Nashville]  said  gamely.  'So  we're  usffd  (b 
money  for  meir  work."  fiiese  kinds  of  accommodatkms.'" 

"Armed  wim  high-performance  vacuum  The  full  text  of  tiie  article  is  available 
cleaners,  mc^,  and  cans  of  Pledge,  tiiey  online  at  www.nytime8.com/2(J()l/12/ 
have  cleanecf  500  apartments  so  far,  top  to  04/nyregion/04BAlhr.htmI. 


CLEANING  MINISTRY  —  Kay  Cassibry,  executive  director  of  the  Mississippi 
Woman's  Missionary  Union,  wears  a  special  suit  and  breathing  apparatus  as  she 
helps  clean  an  apartment  in  the  area  of  tne  World  Trade  Towers  cr^lapse  in  New  York 
City.  Mississippi  Baptist  volunteers  developed  the  novel  apartment  cleaning  ministry 
while  th^  were  in  New  York  City  during  Thanksgiving  w^,  serving  as  members  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Taw  Force.  (Photo  by  )im  Didtake) 


